What is a Victim-
Offender Dialogue
meeting?

Victim Offender Dialogue (VOD) meetings are
facilitated meetings between victims and
offenders that take place while an offender is
still in prison.VOD meetings are facilitated by our
trained and experienced facilitators.

Under DOC policy, VOD meetings can be
initiated only by the victim/survivor.

Offenders cannot be forced to participate; if
they choose to do so, they must admit
responsibility for their crime and acknowledge
that their participation will not earn them early
release or any other privileges.

Both parties also have to agree to participate
respectfully during the preparation processes
and in the face-to-face meeting.

Through individual preparatory meetings with the
selected facilitator(s), which may take place
over an extended period of time, the
participants delve deeply into the emotions and
questions surrounding the crime. Only when the
facilitator is satisfied that the victim and the
offender are both fully prepared will the face-

to-face dialogue meeting occur.

While VOD meetings can be healing, this process
is not for everyone.lt requires a substantial
commitment of time for preparation and can
have a lasting emotional impact.

Additional

Victim Services
®

Safety Planning

The Victim Services Program offers safety
planning for victims whose offenders are in
prison or in the community under supervision. A
safety plan is a personalized, practical plan that
can help you stay safe and may help to reduce
risk of future harm.

Community Victim Liaisons

A Community Victim Liaison (CVL) is a victim
advocate who works for the Department of
Corrections (DOC) and can assist you with any
questions or concerns you have regarding an
offender that is in prison or in the community
under supervision.A CVL is available in your area
to assist with developing a personalized safety
plan. They may also provide community referrals
and resources.

Advance Notification

If you enroll in the Department of Corrections
victim witness notification program, you will
receive nofification from us when the following
occur: a date is set for the offender to release to
the community; a date is set for the offender to
transfer to partial confinement; the offender dies
during confinement in prison; the offender
escapes; and when the offender is recaptured
following an escape.

To receive Advance Notification services, you
must enroll and keep your contact
information updated.
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Purpose of Victim-Offender

Dialogue Meetings

A Victim Offender Dialogue (VOD)
meeting provides victims and survivors the
opportunity to have a private, structured,
facilitated meeting with the offender
within a prison facility.

The VOD process can be initiated only
by the victim or survivor; it is a service
provided for victims.

VOD provides victims an opportunity to
express to the offender the full impact of
the crime on their lives.

VOD provides victims an opportunity to
hold offenders directly accountable for
the harm they have caused.

VOD may facilitate victims' healing and
recovery through an opportunity for
personal insight and empowerment.

VOD provides offenders the opportunity to
take responsibility for their actions and to
be accountable for the pain and suffering
those actions have caused.

Important Considerations
Regarding VOD

The preparation process may take months or

longer before the victim and offender ever meet

face-to-face. Most VOD meetings do not occur
until after 6-12 months of preparation.

VOD is not a retrial of the criminal case. It is
also not a method for victims to seek retribution
against the offender.

VOD is NOT a means by which an offender
can be granted special consideration for
parole review, change in custody level,

classification status, clemency or pardon.

VOD is not a forum for the dialogue facilitator
to impose solutions or expectations on the
victims or the offenders.

VOD is not a civil law process or settlement-
driven procedure.

Either party may withdraw from the VOD
process at any time.

Common Reasons Victims

Request VOD Meetings
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The victim or survivor wants to ask questions
that only the offender can answer.

The victim or survivor wants the offender to
hear the full impact of their victimization or
loss.

The victim or survivor wants to assess
whether the offender poses a continuing
threat when he or she is released from
prison.

The victim or survivor was not able to fully
participate in the criminal court process and
has lingering questions.

The victim or survivor wants to ascertain
whether the offender is remorseful or has
taken steps to change past patterns of
behavior.

The victim wants to offer forgiveness.
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