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Vital records are official documents that are crucial for legal identification, access 
to services, and the exercise of rights. For individuals preparing to reenter the 
community after incarceration, having vital records can significantly improve 
opportunities for employment, housing, education, and support programs that 
contribute to a smoother and more stable transition. Having these records ready 
before release reduces delays so they can focus on building a fresh start in the 
community. 

The Vital Records Program’s success relies on strong partnerships with the 
following: Social Security Administration (SSA), Washington Department of Health 
(DOH), and Washington Department of Licensing (DOL). For more information on 
the state’s vital records responsibilities, see Washington State Statute 72.09.270  
and Department of Corrections Policy 380.550. 

FY25 Program Enhancements 
DOC is improving processes and engaging stakeholders to increase the number of 
individuals that take advantage of the opportunity to obtain vital records before 
release. In FY25, the Vital Records Program accomplished the following: 

• Convened the Executive Order (EO) 24-03 Vital Records Workgroup to address 
the actions in the EO associated with vital records 

• Mapped processes to identify gaps, improvements, and inconsistencies 

• Expanded collaborations and networks, especially with the Washington State 
Library and the Office of the Secretary of State 

• Enhanced tracking of vital records. DOC tracks the status of key vital records in 
the Scorecard application. 

Other Reentry Resources 
 Along with emphasizing social security cards, state identification cards or driver’s 
licenses, and birth certificates, EO 24-03 mentions veteran service records, voter 

registration, and library cards. In FY25, the Vital Records Program baselined metrics on these items. In FY26, the 
program will work with partners to better track and publicize access to these resources. 

 Figure 1: Other Reentry Resources for Individuals Releasing 

For additional information, please contact: 
The DOC Vital Records Team at doc-vitalrecords@doc1.wa.gov. 

FY25 HIGHLIGHTS 
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