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About 
The Resentencing Team formed in 2021 in response to the State v. Blake decision. 
The Department of Corrections (DOC) initiated strike teams to address the 
decision’s impact on records, prison operations, and release planning. The 
legislature provided funding to process court orders, provide housing vouchers 
and immediate release resources, and assist with reentry planning for individuals 
impacted by the Blake decision. Just before and since the Blake decision, other 
legislative changes (i.e., SB 6164 and SB 5164) and Supreme Court decisions (i.e., 
State v. Monschke, In re Domingo-Cornelio, Ali) made more people eligible for 
early release from incarceration. 

The Department recognizes the importance of all individuals releasing with an 
Individual Reentry Plan. In line with the goals and expectations set forth 
by Executive Order 24-03 Building Safe and Strong Communities Through 
Successful Reentry, the Department established a dedicated Resentencing Team to 
address the specific needs of individuals released early through resentencing and 
commutation. The Resentencing Team’s mission is to support and empower 
individuals releasing early (by court action or commutation) through pre- and post-
release programming, resource connection, and guidance to enhance 

opportunities and reduce barriers to successful reintegration. Individuals who release due to a resentence, 
vacate, dismissal, commutation or other court action reducing the term of confinement are offered pre- and 
post-release reentry services through an assigned Resentencing Specialist and assistance from a Health Services 
Continuity of Care Coordinator. 

Resentencing Specialists 
The Resentencing Team has two Resentencing Specialists that assist individuals impacted by resentencing or 
commutation across the state. The Resentencing Specialists identify individuals pending a hearing and start the 
reentry process as early as possible. 

Before resentencing/release, the Resentencing Specialist facilitates a resentencing planning meeting with the 
individual, classification counselor, attorney, and others who support their reentry to discuss the individual’s 
reentry plan, discuss goals, identify and reduce barriers, and connect to resources and organizations. The 
Resentencing Specialist continues to work with the individual post-release for a safe and supportive transition. 
Resentencing Specialist can provide the following pre- and post-release support: 

Pre-Release 

• Individual reentry planning and essential needs support 
• Identifying goals and action steps 
• Obtaining vital records (e.g., social security card, state ID) 
• Submitting referrals for resources, programming and community support 

Post-Release 

• Essential Needs Support: Food, clothing, hygiene, identification, employment needs and more 
• Application Assistance: State, Federal, Tribal, and/or other benefits 
• Health Services: Medical, dental, mental health, prescriptions, and health services needs 
• Employment: Connection to employment services and job search assistance 
• Education: Connection to Education Navigators for financial aid, enrollment, transcript support, etc. 
• Guidance and mentorship. 

FY 2025 HIGHLIGHTS 

97 
Individuals released in FY25 

that received transitional 
support from a 

Resentencing Specialists 

125 
Resentence planning 

meetings completed with 91 
clients 

102 
Individuals referred to DOC 

programs and/or 
community organizations  

https://www.courts.wa.gov/opinions/pdf/968730.pdf
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/Senate/6164%20SBR%20FBR%2020.pdf?q=20230627084641
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5164.SL.pdf?q=20241017155115
https://www.courts.wa.gov/opinions/pdf/D2%2056530-7-II%20Unpublished%20Opinion.pdf
https://governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/exe_order/24-03%20-%20Reentry_0.pdf
https://governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/exe_order/24-03%20-%20Reentry_0.pdf
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The Health Services Continuity of Care Coordinator attends the meetings, as needed, and assists individuals with 
health insurance, release medical equipment, release medications, and any other medical and mental health 
needs post-release. 

Community Partnerships 
The Resentencing Team collaborates with a variety of 
agencies and organizations to provide resentencing and 
commutation education to incarcerated individuals, 
coordinate resentencing processes, and provide reentry 
support. Community partners include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 

• Washington State Office of Public Defense (OPD) 
• Washington Defenders Association (WDA) 
• Washington Association of Prosecuting Attorneys 

(WAPA) 
• Seattle Clemency Project (SCP) 
• Defense and prosecuting attorneys statewide 
• Community organizations statewide. 

 

For additional information, please: 
visit the Resentencing Website, refer to the 

Resentencing and Transitional Support Timeline, 
or contact David Sather, Reentry Systems 

Administrator, at djsather@DOC1.WA.gov. 
  

Proactive collaboration with the team has ensured that when our office has decided to resentence an individual 
that the individual receives access to transitional planning to aid their reintegration and to rehabilitative 
programs that may have been unavailable due to their long sentences. Working with the team is key to ensuring 
that a resentenced individual has the best chance to be successful upon his or her release. 

- Aaron Bartlett, Clark County Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 
 

This [Resentencing] team has become one of our most essential partners in the resentencing process...[The 
Resentencing Team] monitor rehabilitative progress and advocates for specialized programming tailored to the 
needs of these individuals. Their support has been invaluable in navigating DOC systems, keeping us informed on 
the status of individuals under review or slated for future review, and facilitating connections with community 
service providers. 

- King County Sentence Review Unit (SRU) 
 

https://doc.wa.gov/corrections/hearings-sentencing/resentencing
https://doc.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-02/400-DG019.pdf
mailto:maurya.ayala@doc1.wa.gov
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Client Testimonials 
 
  I know the Resentencing Navigator was only doing her job 

when she found me and contacted me to help with my 
transition. But there was much more than simply a job being 
performed. Within just merely a week after being released, I 
was on the edge of reoffending until my sister received a 
phone call out of nowhere. The Resentencing Navigator 
contacted me and provided me with much needed clothing 
and stayed in contact with me until she was assured, I 
received it all and that the clothing and footwear was a 
perfect fit. She even made sure I received a phone that was 
working. These necessary essentials were definitely needed 
by me, and I greatly thank her for being so hands on with me 
and making me feel valued despite my criminal history. She 
also placed me in contact with others that are helping me 
further my education in law. Assistance through transitioning 
back into society does make a difference, but when it is 
enforced through kindness and sincere concern for the 
success of the formally incarcerated individual, the difference 
it makes is even greater and highly appreciated. 

- Resentencing client formally incarcerated for 24 
years 

After serving 13.5 years in prison and returning 
home without any assistance, I was fortunate to 
receive crucial support from this program, which 
provided me with clothing, guidance, and the 
tools needed to successfully reintegrate into 
society... Despite facing the challenges of 
reentering society after a long period of 
incarceration, I have excelled beyond 
expectations, becoming one of the most highly 
reviewed car salesmen in Washington state. This 
success would not have been possible without 
the assistance and support I received through 
the reentry program. My ability to maintain 
positive behavior and avoid returning to prison is 
a direct result of the ongoing support and 
resources provided by programs. 

-Blake Resentencing client 

Since I have been doing time on and off for 40 years this 
(resentencing support) is the best thing I have seen to help 
support people like me. The times prior when I was locked up, 
there have always been a bunch of promises, and you get 
overwhelmed and frustrated when people don’t call you back; 
I end up back in prison. You guys have gone above and 
beyond in helping me and the gratitude I have towards you 
helping me out is something I can’t put into words. For the 
first time, I feel like I am going to make it. Without you I don’t 
where I’d be and the community folks you put me in touch 
with to help me. 

- King County 6164 Resentencing client 
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Resentencing Process Overview 
For the clemency process overview, see the process flow posted to the Resentencing Website. 

 

https://doc.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-03/300-DG006.pdf
https://doc.wa.gov/corrections/hearings-sentencing/resentencing
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