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Location is Key 

  

 

The Importance of Reentry Centers  
Reentry Centers serve as a bridge between life in prison and life in the 
community. They afford individuals the opportunity to focus on 
reintegrating into the community, to include finding and retaining 
employment, taking advantage of additional education opportunities, 
undergoing treatment if needed, and reconnecting with their family.  

At Reentry Centers, individuals learn and refine social and living skills to create a smoother transition from prison 
confinement. Consequently, participation in a partial confinement program, like Reentry Centers, reduces 
recidivism rates by 30.5% when compared to other minimum-security individuals releasing directly from prison: 

• Individuals who released from partial confinement (Reentry Centers, Graduated Reentry, or the 
Community Parenting Alternative) have a 3-year recidivism rate of 17.5%. 

• Individuals releasing directly from Prison, and who are classified as minimum security (MI1 or MIG), 
have a 3-year recidivism rate of 25.2%. 

 

 

 

The location of a Reentry Center is a critical factor in setting individuals up for success post-release. DOC has 
worked diligently to ensure its existing Reentry Centers have been strategically placed in areas that are close to 
community networks, employment and education opportunities, public transit, and healthcare and treatment. 

 

 

However, the siting process for Reentry Centers 
can be incredibly challenging, take several years 
to complete, and is frequently met with 
considerable community opposition. As such, if 
any of DOC’s Reentry Centers were to be 
permanently closed, it is highly likely DOC would 
lose its footprint in most of the communities in 
which its Reentry Centers are currently located. 
 
As illustrated by the map, the legislature’s 
decisions in 2025 to warm close the Tri-Cities, 
Peninsula, and Ahtanum View Reentry Centers 
due to the state budget shortfall have 
unfortunately created gaps in our state, resulting 
in limited placement options for individuals 
transitioning from total confinement, especially 
in Eastern Washington.  
 

 

Reentry Centers: Long-Term 
Public Safety Investments 
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Currently, for individuals releasing to Benton County, the nearest Reentry Center is now in Spokane or 
Wenatchee. This means that individuals are now either unable to participate in a Reentry Center program 
or must be placed in a facility outside of their release county, directly impacting both their successful 
reentry and public safety. 

 

Capacity Challenges & An Increasing Population 
 

 

Tacoma Reentry Center, Tacoma, WA 

 

 

Wenatchee Reentry Center, Wenatchee, WA 

 

 

For additional information: 
Please visit the DOC Reentry Center website or contact Paul Daniel, Reentry Center 

Administrator, at phdaniel@doc1.wa.gov 
 

System-wide, Reentry Centers are currently operating at 65-
70% total capacity. However, Reentry Center populations 
have been impacted due to the three facility closures 
mentioned above and two facility conversions from 
contracted to state operations. Further, over the past few 
years, there have been several large capital projects that 
significantly impacted capacity. As an example, 
construction at the Tacoma Reentry Center had reduced 
capacity to 20 beds for 9 months. Since the completion of 
these renovations in July of 2026, capacity has increased 
back to 75 beds.  
 
Despite these temporary capacity challenges, the Reentry 
Center population continues to increase. In 2025, the 
Legislature passed Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5219, 
which aligns partial confinement program eligibility, 
expands Reentry Center participation from 12 months to 18 
months, and implements new SUD screening requirements. 
In less than a year since the bill’s implementation, 365 
individuals have been transferred to a Reentry Center. 
Capacity is predicted to soon be the highest it has been 
since 2020, and there are concerns there will not be enough 
beds for male participants by end of year in Eastern 
Washington. 
 

https://doc.wa.gov/about-doc/locations/reentry-centers/about
mailto:phdaniel@doc1.wa.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2Fbillsummary%3FBillNumber%3D5219%26Year%3D2025&data=05%7C02%7Cemily.lovell%40doc1.wa.gov%7C32e2f63f38da4e46797808decb1a2b89%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639171510421268838%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qrv5ux0BDnBdtlTUjSFKEjcxktS%2BYIJ6Jie4LbhlyVw%3D&reserved=0

