
Indeterminate Sentence Review Board 
Resource Guide for Victim Advocates 

Mission 
To make informed decisions essential to public safety regarding 
the confinement or release of individuals under its jurisdiction.  

Vision 
Advance Independent evidence-based decision making and 
increase community awareness and transparency, by utilizing 
innovative and efficient processes. Ensure resources accompany 
workload.  

The Indeterminate Sentence Review Board’s Jurisdiction and Responsibilities 

The Indeterminate Sentence Review Board (ISRB) is a quasi-judicial board located within the Department of Corrections 
which has jurisdiction over three types of cases.  

• PRE-84: Individuals sentenced to prison for crimes committed prior to July 1, 1984.
• Community Custody Board (CCB): Certain individuals sentenced to prison for sex crimes committed on or after

September 1, 2001. A full list of eligible offenses can be found in RCW 9.94A.507.
• Juvenile Board (JUVBRD):  Certain individuals who were sentenced to prison for crimes committed prior to their 18th

birthday but convicted in adult court and have served 20 or more years or Aggravated First Degree Murder.

The ISRB is responsible for reviewing cases, conducting release hearings, making release decisions, overseeing supervision 
violation hearings, and providing services to victims and survivors of individuals under the Board’s jurisdiction. The ISRB does 
not pardon individuals, offer clemency, or determine guilt.  

ISRB Victim Services 

The ISRB has its own internal Victim Services Team, separate from the Department of Corrections Victim Services Program, 
which offers the following services: 

• Notification of upcoming hearings with the Board.
• Notification of release decisions.
• Assistance with making a statement to the Board for consideration during the deliberation process.
• Assisting victims/survivors who wish to observe a hearing.
• Answering questions about the Board’s decision-making process.
• Individual safety planning.
• Referrals to community resources.
• Interpreter services (contact the ISRB for more information).
• Special accommodations in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (contact the ISRB for more

information).

The ISRB Victim Services Team does not act as an advocate but is able to connect victims/survivors to additional resources 
within the community as appropriate.  

Document Purpose 
The purpose of this document is to summarize the 
Board’s process related to victims/survivors so Victim 
Advocates can explain what victims/survivors can 
expect when an individual is placed under the Board’s 
jurisdiction.  
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Website: www.doc.wa.gov/isrb 

Phone: 360-407-2400 

Email: ISRB@doc.wa.gov 

Hearing Notice for Victims/Survivors 

An individual’s hearing is held approximately 120 days before their Earned Release Date (ERD). This hearing is scheduled 
several months in advance, and notice will be provided to victims and survivors at least 90 days in advance.  

Once an individual is placed on a docket, the ISRB Victim Services Team sends a hearing notice to any victims/survivors 
identified in the case. Hearing Notices Include: 

• Tentative hearing date.
• Governing statute.
• Instructions for how victim/survivors can participate in the process.
• Contact Information.

Victim/Survivor Impact Meetings 

Victims/survivors have the right to participate in the hearing process by providing a statement or testimony to the Board 
prior to an individual’s hearing.  

Victim/Survivor Impact Meeting: 
Victims/survivors may request a meeting with the Board to share the impact of the crime on their lives. This meeting is 
typically held before the individual’s release hearing.  

Victims and Survivors may: 
• Submit a written or recorded impact statement.
• Provide a verbal impact statement at either an in-person, virtual, or telephonic meeting with the Board.
• Provide an updated impact statement at any subsequent hearings.

The ISRB Victim Services Team can help victims and survivors prepare for sharing testimony. For information on what 
can be included in your testimony, please contact the ISRB’s Victim Services Team for assistance.  

http://www.doc.wa.gov/isrb
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ISRB Release Hearings 

Release hearings are presided over by two of the ISRB ‘s five Board Members. After the hearing, the two panel members will 
write a Decisions and Reasons document and make a recommendation (release vs. do not release). The remaining three 
Board Members will review the document and sign off on the decision if they agree. For PRE-84 and JUVBRD cases, these 
must be deliberated by the Full Board. These deliberations are open to the public. The Board can also opt to bring any CCB 
case “to the table” for full deliberation.  

Release hearings vary by individual, but typically cover the following information: 

• The individual’s criminal history and their index offense.
• Testimony for the incarcerated individual, their Classification Counselor, treatment providers, and mental health

providers.
• The individual’s participation in treatment and programming.
• Any additional questions from the Board Members.

ISRB Release Decisions 

Release decisions are made on an individualized basis and weigh several factors. The Board considers the following when 
making release decisions: 

• Institutional Behavior
• Community Behavior
• Programming
• Risk Assessments
• Reentry and Release Plan
• Victim/Survivor and Prosecuting Attorney Input

The Board has two options when considering release, these include: 

• Release/Parole:
If the individual is found releasable, they will be asked to submit an Offender Release Plan which is investigated by
the Department of Corrections and the ISRB. Once the ISRB approves a plan, conditions of supervision for the
individual are also set and victims/survivors will be asked for input on geographic boundaries (if applicable).

• Not Releasable/Parolable:
If the individual is found not releasable, the Board will add time to their minimum term and recommend additional
programming/treatment to help mitigate their risk to reoffend. The individual will be seen again approximately 120
days before their new Earned Release Date (ERD).

Once the victim/survivor is provided notice of the final decision, the ISRB Victim Services Team will answer questions the 
individual may have as well as help with safety planning or the creation of geographic boundaries, if appropriate.  
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What You Can Do as an Advocate 

• Ensure victims/survivors understand the sentence structure, why release hearings are occurring, and when they can
expect the first one to occur.

• Ensure victims/survivors understand that a release hearing does not mean the individual will be found releasable,
and the decision is deferred, and will not be made the day of the hearing.

• Explain that even if the individual is found releasable, there may be conditions of supervision set by the Board.
o It may also be beneficial to ensure victims/survivors understand how long the individual will be supervised by 

the Board.
 PRE-84 and JUVBRD: 3 years of successful time on community supervision without revocation, then

conditionally discharged until their max date.
 CCB:

• Class A – Lifetime Supervision
• Class B – 10 years (minus time in prison)
• Class C – 5 years (minus time in prison)

• Help victims/survivors understand when they may hear from the ISRB’s Victim Services Team, and that the team is a
neutral party and do not represent the prosecution or defense.

• Share the statutory criteria the Board must follow:
o PRE-84: Per RCW 9.95.100, the Board shall not however, until his or her maximum term expires, release a

prisoner, unless in its opinion his or her rehabilitation has been complete, and he or she is a fit subject for
release.

o CCB: Per RCW 9.95.420, the Board shall order the offender released, unless the Board determines by the
preponderance of the evidence that despite such conditions, it is more likely than not that the offender will
commit a sex offense if released.

o JUVBRD: Per RCW 9.94A.730 and RCW 10.95.030, the Board must order the person released unless it is
determined by a preponderance of evidence that, despite conditions, it is more likely than not that the
person will commit new criminal law violations if released.

• Help victims/survivors understand how to get involved in the ISRB process.
o The ISRB identifies victims/survivors in a case through case file materials. Individuals will be contacted by the

ISRB Victim Services Team and will be provided further instructions on how to get involved. If at any time an
individual wants to contact the ISRB’s team though, they can do so using the contact information at the
bottom of this page.

Contact Information 

You can contact the ISRB’s Victim Services Team at any time: 
Website: https://doc.wa.gov/corrections/hearings-sentencing/indeterminate-sentence-review/victim-services 
Email: docisrbvictimservices@doc.wa.gov 
Phone: (866) 948-9266 
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