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Local Family Council COVID-19 Informational Call Notes 

Washington State Penitentiary 
LFC COVID Updates 
September 27, 2022      

Call Details
Facility: WSP / Teleconference 
Date and Time: 9/27/2022, 1:00PM 

Attendees 
● LFC Members: Tina Wright; Wendy Dubinsky; Carrie Montoya; Ashley Holbrook; Connie Hollis 
● DOC Staff: Steve Barker, Associate Superintendent; CPM Lonnie Roberts; Sgt. Chase Harvey; 

HSM1 Cameo Galler; CS3 Bruce Wood; Debra Gilbreth, CS1 & Scribe  

Weekly COVID Update:     Associate Superintendent Barker 

 
The Washington State Penitentiary (WSP) is still on what is known as a Limited Area Cluster status in 
our Medium Custody, Victor and William Units.  Staff are testing once a week. 
There are 7 individuals in isolation with 3 of them being COVID positive. There are 502 individuals on 
quarantine.  
 
Total positives for this outbreak are 21 with 18 individuals recovered so far. Our most recent positive 
was 9/23, which reset the quarantine date for William Unit.   
 
QUESTIONS: 

Q: September 23rd restarted the 21-day clock for William Unit? 
A: Yes. 9/23 was last Friday. The janitors from Victor and William were going to work in the hospital. 
One of the requirements is that they test before they go to work and one of them tested positive.   
 
Q: Regarding people not being able to go to work because of people being positive, is that why Victor 
and William workers have not been allowed to go to SPL?  
A: That situation was only for a day. The reason is because we have a new Deputy Assistant Secretary 
(DAS) who is not as familiar to WSP as the former DAS, Don Holbrook is. Last Friday WSP was told to 
stop sending workers to the SPL by the new DAS. We had a conversation with him asking him to 
reconsider because the Victor/William workers are the only workers that go out there. He didn’t realize 
that. So the new DAS and Clinical approved their return to work.  
 
Q: Why is there a 21 day turn around? 
A: The 21 day turn around was determined by clinical Doctor and the Epidemiologist at headquarters. 
Historically, doing a 10 day or 14 day turn around, everyone in that unit would have to test twice. What 
was happening was everyone would test and on the second test someone would be positive, and it 
would restart the clock.  They went a couple of months like that and finally the population said enough, 
we are not going to test anymore.  So it was determined that if they are not going to test, there would 
be a 21 day quarantine if no one else tested positive. Out of an abundance of caution.  Keep in mind 
that quarantine is no longer as restrictive as we were in the past where no one could go to yard or 
dayroom. They are doing all that stuff, just not mixing with other units. The only thing it stops is 
education and visiting.  
 
QUESTIONS: 
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Q: Does that affect visiting for Victor and William? Can that be updated on the website? 
A: Yes. Projected date is October 14. Doesn’t affect any other units visiting dates.  
 
Q: Loved one is moving to medium unit. They probably won’t move someone from a non-quarantine 
unit to a quarantine unit. 
A: Correct.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Next COVID-19 Teleconference Tuesday, October 4, 1:00 pm – via Teams 

Next Local Family Council meeting October 1, 8:30 am – 10:00 am – via Teams 


