
1 | P a g e  

Local Family Council COVID-19 Informational Call Notes 

Washington State Penitentiary 
LFC COVID Updates 
July 5, 2022      

Call Details
Facility: WSP / Teleconference 
Date and Time: 7/05/2022, 1:00PM 

Attendees 
● LFC Members: Wendy Dubinsky; Lana Murry; Connie Hollis; Karen Cain; Tina Wright; Carrie 

Montoya; Megan Miller 
● DOC Staff: Rob Jackson, Superintendent; Steve Barker, Associate Superintendent; Lonnie 

Roberts, CPM; Irish Clark, CPM; Bill Copland, CS4 Family & Volunteer Services; Debra Gilbreth 
CS1 & Scribe   

Weekly COVID Update:     Associate Superintendent Barker 

Current numbers as of July 01, 2022:  
• Current positive cases among incarcerated (in the last 30 days): 6  
• Number of confirmed cases of incarcerated to date: 2,126  
• Number of confirmed staff cases to date: 788 
 
The Washington State Penitentiary (WSP) is still on what is known as a Facility Wide Cluster Status due 
to positive test results among staff.  This means that all staff are required to test twice a week unless 
otherwise directed from a different protocol. 
 
WSP is trending down with covid. We have 2 in isolation due to positive test results. One was from Fox 
unit, and one was a transfer. 
  
Fox Unit West is still identified as a Limited Outbreak Area and is still on quarantine status with 93 
individuals. WSP will test the whole institution tomorrow.  
   
QUESTIONS: 
 
Q: Of the 93 on quarantine how soon will they be out of quarantine? 
A: This is a medical determination.  At this point we don’t know.  
 
Q: Did you receive a visiting question email? 
A: Yes. Sgt. Harvey is working on it.  Sgt. Harvey is allowing 2 visits per day, but at this time is not allowed to 
cross cohorts at this time.  
 
Q: Does WSP have any negative pressure rooms? 
A: Yes.  We have 6 negative pressure rooms.  
 
Q: You haven’t had any TB show up at WSP right? 
A: Because of the number of negative pressure rooms and being the largest infirmary in the state, WSP does have 
some positives, but they were not from our facility.  
 
Q: So, you still accept people from other facilities? Individuals could be transferred into your facility. 
A: That is a medical determination, and I can’t make that call.  We have received transfers from other facilities.    
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Q: Are you able to tell us which areas are in quarantine? 
A: Fox West side. 
 
Q: Last week there was talk about meeting with HQ regarding a plan for those individuals refusing to test.  Do 
you have an update on that? 
A: We have a meeting with HQ daily.  It was determined that medical staff are required to do daily wellness 
checks for anyone refusing testing.   
 
Q: (Couldn’t hear) 
A: Medical staff went over the Opt in/Opt out quarantine form with everyone in the facility.  Everyone has been 
asked if they opt in or opt out if their unit goes into quarantine. 
 
Q: Any implications for refusing to sign the form? 
A: No, they can refuse to sign any form. 
 
Q: Please clarify what it means once they sign the form. Do they still receive medical or dental attention? 
A: Example.  When someone becomes COVID positive they can choose to quarantine in the unit or in another 
area in a single man cell.  There was confusion at the beginning, so medical teams went out to all the units to 
answer questions.  Anyone can change their mind at any time as well.  
 
Q: I heard on the news that there are 12 counties for additional mask use. Walla Walla County was one of 
them.  Have you received any further guidance?  
A: WSP still requires masks. We haven’t changed our protocols as far as masking is concerned. We have N95’s in 
each unit for anyone who wants them.  
 
Q: Receiving questions asking why WSP still doesn’t have intermural sports, concessions, access to the gym 
and library.  Any reason why they are not opened?  
A:   WSP does have times when the yards open and the gym is open but it’s few and far between due to staffing.  
 
Q: Since we test negative before visiting, is there really a need for masks to be warn?    
A: WSP’s mask guidelines come from the Department of Health and CDC guidelines. WSP staff are also still 
required to wear masks despite testing negative twice a week.  
 
Q: We really don’t know when things will return to normal. Are we waiting for DOH to give the ok? 
A: Define normal. We haven’t received any word or guidance on that.  It comes from DOH/CDC and governors 
office.   
 
Q: If they are refusing to test, they can’t have a visitation, correct? 
A: Refusing to test does not affect visiting. They can visit on their cohort visiting day. The only units that cannot 
visit are those on quarantine status.    

 
 

Next COVID-19 Teleconference July 12, 2022  
Next Local Family Council meeting August 6, 8:30 am – 10:00 am – via Teams 


