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Local Family Council COVID-19 Informational Call Notes 

Washington State Penitentiary 
LFC COVID Updates 
June 7, 2022      

Call Details
Facility: WSP / Teleconference 
Date and Time: 6/7/2022, 1:00PM 

Attendees 
● LFC Members: Carrie Montoya; Karen Cain; Tina Wright & Wendy Dubinski 
● DOC Staff: Rob Jackson, Superintendent; Steve Barker, Associate Superintendent; Paul Daniel, 

CPM; Sgt. Harvey Chase; Lonnie Roberts, CPM; Bill Copland, CS4 Family & Volunteer Services; 
Carrie Meyer, AA3; Debra Gilbreth, CS1 & Scribe   

Weekly COVID Update:     Assoc. Superintendent Barker 

Current numbers as of June 7, 2022:  
• Current positive cases among incarcerated (in the last 30 days): 3  
• Number of confirmed cases of incarcerated to date: 2,121  
• Number of confirmed staff cases to date: 750 

The Washington State Penitentiary is still on Cluster Status due to our staff covid results.  We tested 
the majority of the population and had one positive in IMU S.  All results are not back yet.    

QUESTIONS: 
Q:  Does IMU S have a quarantine side?  
A: No.  We are emptying out a mod and putting all positives in one place.  

Q:  Will the COVID positives wait in IMU S until they don’t have symptoms?    
A: They will be given two rounds of testing to show that they are not positive before they are moved 
back to their housing.  

Q: 3 or 5 days apart?    
A: 72 hours.   

Q: What if someone becomes positive in their unit? 
A: It depends on the unit. Person would be moved out of their unit to isolation.  Post positive, they 
would move back to their unit. We try to get them back to their house as soon as we can.  

Q: Why was everyone in the facility tested?  
A: WSP is on cluster status due to staff testing positive in various areas.  Per the COVID protocol, we 
are required to test everyone in those areas.   

Q: And there is 1 positive at this point in time?   
A: Yes.  

Superintendent Jackson: We are currently using COVID Protocol Version 32.  The information Mr. 
Barker and I are sharing right now is from the previous version.  Medical staff are the ones who make 
these determinations, and they do that by following the current matrix.  
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QUESTIONS Cont.: 

Q: What is the difference between Cluster status and Outbreak status? 
A: Cluster status is based on Staff COVID results and Outbreak status is based on our incarcerated 
population.  

Q: What is the COVID threshold to be placed on outbreak status? 
A: 2. But it really depends as it’s a clinical decision. We have the general guidelines, but at the end, the 
determination is clinically based.  

Q: When someone goes to IMU as a result of COVID, do they follow the IMU rules while they are in 
quarantine?  For instance, do they wear masks, take their property, have to be handcuffed, get 
showers? 
A: We are required to follow PPE guidelines, so yes, they must wear masks.   We also swap out shower 
rolls on a daily basis.  The shower roll has underwear, socks and a towel.  We understand that they 
aren’t in IMU due to discipline. Our guidelines state we offer 3 showers per week.   

Q: I was told that they are only offered 1 shower every 3 days and told not to bring a towel, but they 
also aren’t getting towels.  Do they have to ask for towels or is it automatic?  
A: Custody offers towel rolls.  Whether they accept is up to them.  Policy states 3 days per week.  

Q: I am assuming that cuffing up is part of the policy? 
A: Yes, that’s per policy.   

Next COVID-19 Teleconference June 14, 2022  
Next Local Family Council meeting August 6, 8:30 am – 10:00 am – via Teams 


