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FAMILY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Location: Washington State Penitentiary  Date: 12/04/2021  Time: 8:30-10:00  

Teleconference details: MS Teams Meeting  

Meeting Attendees 

Department/facility co-chair: Steven Barker  Family co-chair: Tina Wright  

Facility/council secretary: Debra Gilbreth  Family secretary, if applicable:        

Members present: SFC Rep, Wendy Dubinsky; SFC Secretary, Loretta Pedersen; LFC Co-Chair Tina 
Wright; Dean Dubinsky; Steve Kugler, Karen Cain, Rich McCabe, Francis Storandt, Connie Hollis,  

Non-council member attendees: Paige Perkinson, PS4 Engagement & Outreach; Bill Copland, CS4 
Family & Volunteer Services; Jeremy Barclay, Director of Engagement & Outreach; Sgt. Rocky Beal; 
Steve Barker, Assoc. Supt.; Debra Gilbreth, CPPC; James Cerna, Local Business Advisor; Chris 
McGill, CS2; Jordan Kisling, Scribe  

Agenda 
 

Old business 

Topic Discussion/Key Points Next Steps 

Welcome & Introduction 

(Steven Barker) 

Introduction of all those in attendance. 

Agenda Management: Tina Wright 

Timekeeper: Dean Dubinsky 

None Needed 

Family Services updates 
No current updates from Bill Copland about Family 
Services 

 
 

CPPC Updates 

   

Family/Friendly Event Update 
December 

- Will be decorating for Dec holidays with the 
help of Sgt. Beal and visiting staff. 

- Christmas treat bags will be handed out like 
they have been for the last 15 or so years. 
These are not related to the incentive bags 
that were handed out recently.  

- Games and other items have been purchased 
as well for visiting family members.  

 

Volunteers  

- Volunteers have been approved to start 
returning to the facility. Now that Debra is 
back from vacation, she is organizing an 
onsite orientation.   

- Each Volunteer will have to be brought up to 
date with training before they can be allowed 
back on site  

Other  

- Given approval to buy coats with funds but 
details are still being worked out  
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- Expansion on the back-to-school backpack 
program may be possible as well 

Local Business Advisor 

- Spoke about budget and Incarcerated 
Individual Betterment Funds (IIBF) including 
Year to date budget, year to date actual, year 
to date variance and remaining budget. 

- Hotel/motel voucher money not used for most 
of the year due to restrictions on visiting. This 
program is now being run at the state level by 
Bill Copeland’s department. The program was 
started at WSP but has been expanded 
statewide.  

- The bulk of funds from the IIBF were spent on 
cable services for the Incarcerated population. 
A little over 18k of the budget available to this 
expense. A survey may be sent out at some 
point about cable upgrades.  

- Law library additional publications is probably 
a statewide fee for law library which is 
handled at the state level by headquarters.  

- Each facility is given 10 per inmate per year, 
this money goes towards things like barber 
shop, cultural, recreation, television, unit 
activities, visiting, and workshops. 

- Cultural events can include things like 
Thanksgiving (turkey, pie for meals), candy for 
Christmas, water, and Ice Cream for 4th of 
July events.  

 

Sustainable Practices Lab 

- SPL has received some extra funding for the 
Christmas candy bags. Ideas were taken from 
the incarcerated and things like toothpaste will 
be included, trail mix, cookies etc.  

- May look for other bulk items such as 
condiments like Mustard or seasonings that 
can be added to food.  

- A proposal was made and sent to CI about 
getting a game console like a Nintendo that 
doesn’t have wi-fi but has pre-loaded games. 
The devices were somewhere between 50-
100 dollars depending on the brand.  

- CI will look at the proposal and determine the 
safety and security risks. The items would 
have to be offered statewide as they would 
need to be added to the property matrix. 

- WSP received some similar devices from 
Headquarters near the beginning of the 
pandemic for those areas that were 
quarantine or isolation. These are probably 
still in the units.  

 

WSP COVID-19 Infection 
Rates and vaccination status. 

There is currently no COVID at WSP.  

 

One staff member has shown positive recently, the 
staff member was out for family leave and was sent 
home after the rapid test.  

 

Incentive bags were given out to those that received 
the vaccine. The bags contained store items like food 
and other odds and ends.  

 

Action Item: Steven 
Barker will speak with 
our staff member that 
does inmate 
vaccination tracking 
and get information on 
percentages in South 
and West complex. 
See update 
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Update: Total vaccinations for the institution. BAR 
Units-73%, East Complex-57.17%, HSB 46.43%, 
IMU-39.22%, Medium Units-47.95%, West Complex: 
41.99%. Facility total-51.11%. Numbers were higher 
but due to releases and transfers, they continue to 
fluctuate. 

 

Vaccination status among inmates in the East 
complex is at about 60% but may be higher due to 
incoming transfers who may have been vaccinated in 
county jails, at other facilities, or on the streets. WSP 
is working with the Department of Health to get a 
better count.  

 

The Vaccination percentage in South complex and 
West complex is unknown for sure but should be 
around the same as East complex 

 

A plan has been made for boosters for Incarcerated 
and Staff, a schedule will be sent out once it has been 
put together.  

Visitation Updates 

Sgt. Beal is retiring on December 29th  

 

The EFV’s are still being worked on. Due to a washer 
and dryer being added the venting system must be 
increased in size. They are expecting updates to be 
completed about Wednesday of the coming week.  

 

Once the updates have been completed, he will send 
out a message, so that those who wish to can begin to 
send in requests.  

 

Headquarters is now allowing for three visits per 
month per incarcerated. So, if a longer visit is 
preferred you can schedule for the morning and 
afternoon session if space is available. If visits are 
scheduled this way, it will count as two visits toward 
the 3 a month allowed.  

 

A message has been sent out that they are working 
on the website for visiting requests to make it easier to 
understand but due to staffing issues it is taking a little 
longer than normal to get it updated 

 

While inmates are visiting, they are no longer able to 
bring their lunch with them, due to this each unit 
should be holding the meal for the individual until they 
return from visiting 

 

If you are signed up to visit during both morning and 
afternoon sessions. You and the incarcerated with 
both be required to leave the visiting room during the 
1-hour break between sessions. This is so that the 
visiting room and be cleaned and disinfected per 
Covid protocols. Visitors will not need to rapid test 
again before the second session.  

 

Action Item: Sgt. Beal will 
send out a message to 
those eligible for EFVs, so 
those who wish can begin 
to send in requests to 
schedule EFVs.   
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Visiting is working with Chris McGill from SPL to 
provide small toys and gifts under the trees in the 
visiting rooms for the incarcerated individuals to give 
to their children and other visitors.  

Property/-Policy Updates- 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Programing- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Library- 

 

 

 

Property/Policy Updates- Policy is updated by 
headquarters, they tell us what they have updated so 
that we can update our OM’s (Operational 
Memorandums to match). They have recently updated 
the jobs policy.  
 
Property inquiries – Union supply is a third-party 
vendor that we partner with. If you receive a message 
that something you ordered was not given to your 
loved one you will need to get in contact with the 
vendor as WSP will only receive a copy of what is 
received not what is ordered.  
 
Programing- All programing is currently open except 
for the library. Once Volunteers are back to working in 
the facility, the Dog and Cat programs will be 
restarting. Volunteers from the Blue Mountain 
Humane Society come to the facility and help teach 
the incarcerated individuals how to care for the 
animals and train them.  
 
The dog program will run in Delta and William unit as 
well as extend into the BAR units. The Cat program 
will run only in the BAR units based on the availability 
of kittens.  The Butterfly program also runs seasonally 
in the BAR units. The Bee program will be moving 
from East Complex to SPL this year.  
  
Library- The Secretary of State has stated that the 
library will be open in the next couple of weeks. They 
will be hiring an additional librarian for the SC 
education building that was finished shortly before 
Covid hit. The library there will be outfitted with books 
in the coming weeks.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New business 

Topic Discussion/Key Points Next Steps 

LFC & Statewide Positions 
open 

 

Issues at state level for them wanting to add Vice Co-
Chairperson without asking/looking at policy. Emijah 
Smith is the new Co-Chair though she has not 
officially accepted the position.  
 
 
One person ran for Statewide Secretary, Elise 
McKinnon has been elected to that position 
 
Loretta Pedersen has agreed to be Statewide Rep for 
this next year.  
 
A Family Secretary still has not been found for next 
years. There were no nominations, this has not 
happened at WSP before, but it has at other facilities. 
Wendy Dubinsky is willing to fill the position 
temporarily until a replacement can be found.  

 

Nomination & Election of 
WSP LFC Secretary 

WSP will try and fill this position before the next LFC 
meeting on 2/05/2022   
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Statewide Family Council 
Report  

Previous meetings recordings can be located on the 
DOC website, doc.wa.gov, under the SFC subpage  

 
 

Rumors 

New visiting Sgt.  

Due to Sgt. Beal retiring a new Sgt. will be assigned 
to visiting. At this time the thought is that it will be Sgt. 
Chase Harvey who will take the spot. He has been at 
WSP for a while. He wouldn’t take over until Sgt. Beal 
leaves at the end of December, so we won’t see much 
of him until January rolls around.  

  

Tier Rep Input There was no tier rep input for this meeting.    

 

Next meeting location: WSP MS Teams  Date: 2/5/2022  Time: 8:30-10:00  

Comments:        

The contents of this document may be eligible for public disclosure.  Social Security Numbers are considered confidential information and 
will be redacted in the event of such a request.  This form is governed by Executive Order 00-03, RCW 42.56, and RCW 40.14.  Upon 
completion, the data classification category may change. 
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