
Local Family Council COVID-19 Informational Call Notes 

Call Details 
Facility: WCC 
Date and Time: 01-20-2022, 1:00 pm 
Next Meeting:  01-27-2022, 1:00 pm 
 
 

Attendees 
• Melinda Kupers, Facility Co-Chair 
• Bill Swain, Assoc. Supt. 
• Jay Jackson, Local Business Advisor 
• Amy Miller, LFC Member 
• Carol Welch, LFC Member 

• Emijah Smith, SFC Co-Chair 
• Felix D’Albesandro, SFC Representative 
• Helen Russell, LFC Member 
• Wendy Schindler, LFC Member 
• Alexis Chavez, OA3 for Meeting Minutes  

 

Opening Statement and Updates 
 
Melinda Kupers, Correctional Program Manager 
This week’s call is all about COVID and what questions anyone might have.  
 
Bill Swain, Associate Superintendent - Programs 
There is a current lack of communication. We are going to get with medical and have them do a FAQ and explain 
their process. If we can have that information, it will be helpful to everyone, but it is being worked on today. 
There will be a notification sent out to everyone once it is complete.  
 

Pre-Submitted Questions 
 
Question 
How many COVID cases have we had in the last 30 days?  
Answer 
Just in the last 20 days, 191 staff have tested positive for COVID. For reference just in December only 39 staff 
tested positive. In this outbreak, which began 12/25/21, we had 640 loved ones test positive. Out of the 640, 68 
have recovered and 565 individuals are in an isolation. In the previous 24 hours, we have had 78 positives and 
35 were from Cedar Hall. 

Questions 
 
Question 
Are people remaining sick even though they no longer test positive?   
Answer 
New protocols call for isolation status for 10 days and to get off it they must test negative on a rapid antigen 
test.  
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Question 
What are the protocols for staff if they test positive?   
Answer 
Following CDC guidelines, they will be screened out for 5 days. The day they leave the facility is day 0 so they can 
get retested after day 6. If negative they can return. If positive on day 6, employees will report back to work on 
day 8 to test again. If positive on day 8, employees will report back to work on day 10. 
 
Question 
Is this the same process for those individuals on the inside?  
Answer 
WA State DOC COVID-19 Screening, Testing, and Infection Control Guideline Version 30. This is the document 
that is guiding how they are handing COVID with the population. Since you can receive a false positive with a 
PCR test, we are using rapid antigen tests. If an individual receives a negative via rapid antigen testing, they are 
considered COVID Recovered.   
 
Question 
If an individual is positive does it affect the unit, do they all  get quarantined?  
Answer 
It depends on current operation of the unit. We are currently operating by cohort; this means by their tiers. If 
someone on AB tier becomes positive, they are removed, and the tier will have to start over their quarantine 
status.  
 
Question 
How does the staff know their COVID status?  
Answer 
Now we are testing everyone daily and we receive an immediate result.     
 
Question 
Since the rapid antigen tests only take about 10 to 15 minutes to complete, why were the men in the unit not 
taken out until dinner time? Why is it taking so long before they are taken to another location?  
Answer 
We are extremely low on available space for isolated individuals in the Training Center.  In Cedar, the 35 people 
that needed to be isolated and to make space we had to move individuals from R5 into R6. Moving COVID 
recovered individuals to Evergreen then there was enough space to move them into R5. M-building Gym was 
only being used for receiving individuals, but it has been full. RC gym is opening today which will free space. New 
commitments from county jails will have to be in a 2-week intake separation. 
 
Question 
In the RC Gym there are no outlets, do they have to be there the entire time?  
Answer 
Once they are COVID recovered they will go back into there unit. If they are in isolation, but get cleared to be 
COVID recovered, they will go back regardless of status. The 35 from Cedar will, once COVID recovered will go 
back to Cedar regardless of unit quarantine status.   
 
 

https://www.doc.wa.gov/corrections/covid-19/docs/screening-testing-infection-control-guideline.pdf
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Question 
They don’t get comforts in isolation, how are we securing their property? 
Answer 
In order to secure their property we have them box up everything, and the box is staying in the unit. Boxes will 
be returned them once they return to the unit. It’s safest for everyone if they box them up themselves.  
 
Question 
Those that test positive, how many are symptomatic? Hospitalized?  
Answer 
We have not had anyone hospitalized outside the facility. A couple were taken to Mason General but they were 
brought back. As of yesterday, we have 15 individuals in the rapid care facility tent hospital, and 2 in the 
negative pressure rooms. Negative pressure rooms are a closed ventilation system.  
 
Question 
Will families be informed about their conditions?  
Answer 
They are allowed daily phone calls.    
 
Question 
How many times are they let out a day?  
Answer 
One time a day for 10 minutes, because there are protocols that everyone needs to follow.  
 
Question 
How often are people being tested in R5? 
Answer 
Testing of quarantined individuals follows the COVID guidelines. Anyone reporting symptoms is testing 
immediately.    
 
Question 
John Thompson that handles the Legal Mail is out for COVID and individuals still needs their Legal Paperwork, 
how is this being handled? 
Answer 
Mr. Thompson does not distribute incoming legal mail.  This is done by an officer in the mailroom.  This officer is 
back at work and working overtime to catch up.   
 
Question 
What about the cleanliness in the units? 
Answer 
There is a daily cleaning sheet broken down into once an hour. As well as in quarantine/isolation there are 
proper cleaning materials to sanitize right after they use a facet/door handle right away.  
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Question 
On the FAQ is that going to be available to the incarcerated too? 
Answer 
Yes, it will be sent to all staff and printed it for those inside. The FAQ will also be emailed to you all.  
 
Question 
If they have a CPAP do you know where they are going? 
Answer 
Medical will know, they will make that determination and figure out what is best for each individual.  
 
Question 
May you please get R5 their mail as well? 
Answer 
We will check on the mail in general to see how it is currently getting distributed.  
 
Question 
Are these people getting outside for fresh air?  
Answer 
When we can run yards, we run yards. When we can run yards we do by cohort, problem being we are really 
short staffed, and it is affecting when we can run yards.  
 
Question 
Will this affect video visits?  
Answer 
If they are to remain in cedar the cohorts have foyer time, then they can video visit then if things align right. 
Evergreen is clear so they can.  
 
 

Comments/Closing: 
The next COVID Teleconference meeting will be January 27, 2022 at 1:00 pm. 
 
Hopeful that next week the numbers will go down. We will increase communication and forward the FAQ to 
everyone on the LFC.  
 
Legal Mail and just the mail in general will be looked into and how this is being handled.  
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