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      INDETERMINATE SENTENCE REVIEW BOARD 
BOARD MEETING 

SUMMARY MINUTES 

August 17, 2020 

A regular meeting of the Indeterminate Sentence Review Board was held in the ISRB Office 
Building located at 4317 Sixth Avenue SE, Lacey, commencing at 9:00 a.m. 

Present were:  
Board Members:    Staff:   

Kecia Rongen    Robin Riley, Executive Assistant  
Lori Ramsdell-Gilkey  
Jeff Patnode 
Elyse Balmert 
TaTeasha Davis 

A. To the Table Case – Members had a full Board discussion of this ISRB case. 

PRE-84 
• RICHARDS, Douglas 
• DOC #298532 
• Purpose:  Full Board Discussion 
• Date:  August 17, 2020 
• List of Documents Reviewed 

• ISRB File  
• An updated prosecutor recommendation was not received. 

• Mr. Richards was seen for a .100 hearing at the Washington State 
Penitentiary on July 21, 2020. 

• Summary Discussion 
Mrs. Ramsdell-Gilkey presented the case to the full Board. 

Mr. Richards is under the jurisdiction of the Board in King County Cause 
16-1-02512-5 for Manslaughter in the Second Degree. 

Mr. Richards was sentenced on November 3, 2017 in King County under Cause 
No. 16-1-02512-5 after pleading guilty to one count of Murder in the Second 
Degree.  He was sentenced to a maximum sentence of life in prison, and a 
minimum term of five (5) years.  An Amended Judgment and Sentence was 
entered on December 4, 2017, which Mr. Richards appealed.  
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On September 10, 2018, the Judgment and Sentence was vacated and the 
matter was remanded for further proceedings.   

Mr. Richards was re-sentenced on December 7, 2018, after pleading guilty to 
one count of Manslaughter in the Second Degree.  He was given credit for 
time served on the cause to date.  The Court set a maximum sentence of five 
years in prison, and a minimum sentence of four years.   

The crime involved Mr. Richards killing a 36 year old male in the victim’s 
apartment in 1980.  This was a cold case for many years.  In 2015 a warrant 
was obtained for Mr. Richard’s DNA.  His DNA matched the blood found at 
the crime scene.  Mr. Richards was 14 years old at the time of the crime and 
he is currently 54 years of age. 

Mr. Richards has an extensive criminal history dating from 1977 to 2015.  
Crimes ranged from robbery to theft as well as DUI’s. 

Risk assessments show Mr. Douglas to be an overall high risk to re-offend. 

Mr. Richards has not received any infractions since his last hearing.   

Mr. Richards works as a custodian on the living unit.  He has not participated 
in any offender change programs.  He would like to be released to live his life 
as he sees fit. 

        Decision:  
The panel recommends he be found not parolable and re-affirms the 
previous decision in May of 2020 to extend him to his statutory maximum 
term of March 22, 2021. 

• Reasons: 
• This was a deferred decision following a full Board discussion, using a 

structured decision-making framework that takes into consideration; 
the statistical estimate of risk, criminal history, parole/release 
history, ability to control behavior, responsivity to programming, 
demonstrated offender change, release planning, discordant 
information, and other case specific factors.  Based on the 
requirements of RCW 9.95.100, the Board finds Mr. Richards not 
parolable for the following reasons:   

• He has a lifelong history of criminal behavior beginning as a juvenile 
and continuing regularly and frequently right up to his current 
incarceration. 
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• He has not participated in any offender change programming that 
would mitigate his risk for reoffending.   

• His psychological evaluation by Dr. Wentworth, dated January 10, 
2019, stated, “Mr. Richards’ overall level of risk places him in the high 
range to reoffend.  The VRAG-R and the PCL-R both place him in the 
high range to engage in behavior that would result in recidivism.”    

• He appears to have no insight into his criminal behavior or his related 
alcohol abuse and states that now, after decades of drinking, he is 
simply done.  

• Recommendations: 
• Unfortunately, because of the nature of the sentence, Mr. Richards has 

a maximum term of 5 years in prison and will not have any type of post 
release supervision upon release. There is nothing the Board can 
require of Mr. Richards. One can only hope that as he ages and his 
health declines, his risk to the community will be reduced. 

• Next Action:   
• Release on statutory maximum date of March 22, 2021 

• Vote: 
Jeff Patnode   Agree with recommendation   
Kecia Rongen   Agree with recommendation 
Lori Ramsdell-Gilkey  Agree with recommendation 
Elyse Balmert   Agree with recommendation 
TaTeasha Davis  Agree with recommendation 


