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REFERENCES: 

DOC 100.100 is hereby incorporated into this policy; RCW 72.09.340; DOC 320.420 Offender 
Supervision Plans; DOC 390.580 Family and Offender Sentencing Alternative (FOSA); DOC 
390.585 Community Parenting Alternative; DOC 390.600 Imposed Conditions; DOC 450.310 
Visits and Social Outings for Work Release Offenders 

POLICY: 

I. The Department will not authorize any contact between an offender under its jurisdiction 
and a minor that violates any known, active court order or condition of supervision. 

II. The Department will collaborate with service providers in the community to enhance 
protection of minors from the potential risks posed by contact with offenders under 
Department supervision. 

III. The safety of minors will be the priority in Department decision making with regards to 
contact between offenders and minors. 

IV. Offenders participating in the Family and Offender Sentencing Alternative will follow 
DOC 390.580 Family and Offender Sentencing Alternative (FOSA).  Offenders 
participating in the Community Parenting Alternative will follow DOC 390.585 
Community Parenting Alternative. 

DIRECTIVE: 

I. Compliance with Court Orders 

A. Contact with any minor victim or other minor(s) will not be authorized if the 
offender’s Judgment and Sentence or any known, active court order prohibits 
contact and the prohibition has not been modified by the issuing court. 

B. Per DOC 390.600 Imposed Conditions, if necessary, an offender’s Community 
Corrections Officer (CCO) may impose conditions prohibiting or restricting 
access to minor(s) that are more restrictive than conditions imposed by the 
sentencing court in order to protect the minor’s health, safety, or well-being. 

II. Incidental Contact 

A. If an offender’s contact with any minor is prohibited or restricted by any current 
Judgment and Sentence, other known court order, or Department imposed 
condition, the offender will be directed to: 

1. Avoid situations in which there is an elevated risk of incidental contact with 
the minor(s), and 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=72.09.340
http://insidedoc/policies/Doc/Word/320420.pdf
http://insidedoc/policies/Doc/Word/320420.pdf
http://insidedoc/policies/DOC/word/390580.pdf
http://insidedoc/policies/DOC/word/390585.pdf
http://insidedoc/policies/DOC/word/390585.pdf
http://insidedoc/policies/Doc/Word/390600.pdf
http://insidedoc/policies/Doc/Word/450310.pdf
http://insidedoc/policies/Doc/Word/450310.pdf
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2. Immediately report any incidental contact to his/her supervising CCO. 

III. Authorized Contact 

A. An offender whose contact with a minor victim or other minor(s) is currently 
restricted, but not prohibited by a known court order or Department imposed 
condition, may receive CCO authorization for planned verbal, written, or in-
person contact if all the following conditions are met: 

1. The offender: 

a. Has completed any treatment ordered by the court or required by 
the Department, or is demonstrating satisfactory progress in 
treatment according to the treatment provider, who affirms that the 
activity is appropriate. 

b. Has identified the risk factors and developed corresponding risk 
management strategies. 

c. Has disclosed his/her full offense history, supervision conditions, 
and any treatment rules to the supervisor of contact/community 
chaperone approved by the CCO. 

d. Is in full compliance with all other court or Department conditions, 
including Legal Financial Obligations, unless the offender’s lack of 
payment is not willful. 

e. Understands, agrees to, and signs DOC 05-685 Rules for Offender 
Contact with Victims or Minors. 

f. Agrees to immediately report any unplanned contact with the victim 
or minor to the CCO, as well as his/her treatment provider(s) if 
currently receiving treatment services under the Custody Facility 
Plan/Offender Supervision Plan. 

2. The minor’s: 

a. Custodial parent or legal guardian agrees to the contact. 
b. Treatment provider(s), if applicable, affirms that the contact is in the 

minor’s best interest. 

3. The supervising CCO has: 

a. Along with any treatment provider currently providing services 
under the Custody Facility Plan/Offender Supervision Plan, 
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reviewed a written description of the proposed activities provided by 
the offender. 

b. Received a completed and signed DOC 05-686 Supervisor of 
Contact/Community Chaperone Statement of Responsibility for any 
supervisor of contact and/or community chaperone approved by the 
CCO. 

B. For offenders in Work Release, the activity must comply with DOC 450.310 Visits 
and Social Outings for Work Release Offenders. 

IV. Unification/Reunification 

A. To be considered for a process of unification/reunification (i.e., a preapproved 
plan of ongoing contact between an offender and minor victim or other minor(s), 
in the presence of an approved supervisor of contact, for the purpose of uniting a 
newly formed or preexisting family), the offender must meet all requirements for 
authorized contact. 

B. The minor’s custodial parent or legal guardian must agree to the process and: 

1. Obtain a recommendation from the minor’s treatment provider(s), if 
applicable, to verify that working toward unification/reunification is in the 
victim or minor’s best interest, 

2. Agree to ongoing evaluations and communication with the offender’s 
treatment provider(s), the Department of Social and Health Services’ 
(DSHS’) Children’s Administration, if involved, and the minor’s treatment 
provider(s) to maximize the minor’s safety, and 

3. Allow the CCO or other Department employees/contract staff, law 
enforcement, or assigned DSHS staff to conduct unannounced home 
visits during extended visitation and unification/reunification contacts. 

C. An offender may be approved for extended visitation or contact with a minor in 
the presence of an approved supervisor of contact at a preapproved event or 
activity, if the offender meets the criteria for authorized contact and is working 
toward unification/reunification.  Extended visitation requires Community 
Corrections Supervisor (CCS) approval in advance. 

D. The unification/reunification process requires approval by the Work Release/ 
Residential Program Administrator or appropriate Field Administrator in advance. 
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V. Contact Plan 

A. The offender will develop a written proposed contact plan, which will be included 
as part of the Custody Facility Plan/Offender Supervision Plan.  Before being 
submitted to the CCO for inclusion in the plan, the proposed contact plan will be 
reviewed and approved by any treatment provider currently providing services 
under the Custody Facility Plan/Offender Supervision Plan. 

1. To approve and monitor the plan, the CCO will collaborate with: 

a. The offender, 
b. The minor’s custodial parent or legal guardian, 
c. Any approved supervisor of contact, 
d. The offender’s treatment provider(s), 
e. The minor’s treatment provider(s), and 
f. Any other professional or agency staff with responsibility for, or 

authority over, the implementation of the plan. 

2. The CCO will consult with any treatment provider currently providing 
services under the Custody Facility Plan/Offender Supervision Plan to 
determine if the offender’s treatment progress has reduced the risk 
sufficiently for the contact to safely occur. 

a. The CCO will obtain the following from the current treatment 
provider(s): 

1) An initial written recommendation describing the offender’s 
readiness for the proposed contact, which includes an 
assessment of risk to the victim or minor, or others. 

2) A current written offense cycle and relapse prevention plan, 
if these are elements of the treatment plan. 

3) Recommended rules for the contact. 

4) Ongoing progress reports agreed to between the CCO and 
treatment provider. 

b. The offender’s treatment provider(s) will immediately notify the 
CCO of any rule violations, recommendations to suspend or 
terminate the contact, and/or any changes in the treatment plan. 

3. When the offender has been convicted of a sex offense and the contact 
requires supervision, the CCO will consider any recommendations made 
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by DSHS, when involved, about the victim or minor’s best interest before 
approving a supervisor for the contact. 

a. Before contacting DSHS, the CCO will: 

1) Consider information from any current sex offender 
treatment provider before approving a supervisor of contact. 

2) Review input and recommendations from the offender’s 
treatment provider(s) and the victim or minor’s treatment 
provider(s), if appropriate. 

3) Witness signing of DSHS 14-012 Consent by the offender, 
supervisor of contact, and the minor’s parent or legal 
guardian, if other than the supervisor of contact. 

4) Mail or fax the signed DSHS 14-012 Consent to the local 
DSHS office. 

b. Contact the local DSHS office to confirm receipt of DSHS 14-012 
Consent and request any: 

1) Information concerning the offender, potential supervisor of 
contact, and victim or minor. 

2) Recommendations regarding the victim or minor’s best 
interest. 

B. The CCO will submit the written proposed contact plan to his/her supervisor for 
approval before implementing the plan. 

VI. Supervisor of Contact 

A. Supervisors of contact require CCO approval.  In evaluating a proposed 
supervisor of contact, the CCO will: 

1. Collaborate with any current treatment provider to determine the proposed 
supervisor of contact’s: 

a. Acknowledgment and understanding of the offender’s offense 
pattern, conditions of treatment, and supervision conditions, 

b. Willingness and ability to protect the victim or minor from potential 
risks posed by contact with the offender, and 

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/pdf/ms/forms/14_012.pdf
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c. Understanding of the offender’s relapse prevention plan, risk 

factors, and the dynamics of child sexual abuse, if the offender has 
been convicted of a sex offense. 

2. Ensure the proposed supervisor of contact completes the following forms: 

a. DOC 09-242 General Authorization to Release Information 
b. DOC 05-685 Rules for Offender Contact with Victims or Minors 
c. DOC 05-686 Supervisor of Contact/Community Chaperone 

Statement of Responsibility 
d. DSHS 14-012 Consent 

3. Conduct a criminal history background check. 

4. Work with the offender’s treatment provider(s) and DSHS to evaluate all 
prior arrests or convictions on a case-by-case basis to determine the 
person’s fitness to act as a supervisor of contact. 

5. Contact the local DSHS office to determine whether the proposed 
supervisor of contact has any documented history of child abuse or 
neglect, and gather all related information. 

B. The approved supervisor of contact will: 

1. Complete any training requested by the CCO. 

2. Participate in the Custody Facility Plan/Offender Supervision Plan as 
requested by the CCO. 

3. Ensure the offender does not initiate direct physical contact with the minor. 

4. Maintain constant visual and auditory contact with the offender when s/he 
is in the victim or minor’s presence throughout the planned activity. 

5. Provide direct supervision of an offender during extended visitation or 
unification/reunification contacts. 

6. Be subject to an updated criminal history background check at least every 
4 years. 

VII. Community Chaperones 

A. Community chaperones are for offenders with a No Contact with Minor condition 
who are seeking approval to attend an event or go to a location that would place 
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them in close proximity to minors.  If there is going to be an ongoing relationship 
with a minor, a supervisor of contact is required. 

B. Chaperones require CCO approval.  In evaluating a proposed chaperone, the 
CCO will: 

1. Meet with the proposed chaperone and offender, at which time the 
offender must provide a complete disclosure of all sex crimes, including 
non-adjudicated crimes. 

2. Ensure the proposed chaperone meets with any current treatment 
provider to: 

a. Learn the offender’s offense cycle, risk behaviors, interventions, 
and manipulations to prevent reporting violations, and 

b. Go through the provider’s approval process. 

3. Ensure the proposed chaperone completes the following forms: 

a. DOC 05-685 Rules for Offender Contact with Victims or Minors 
b. DOC 05-686 Sponsor of Contact/Community Chaperone Statement 

of Responsibility 

4. Conduct a criminal history background check. 

C. If the offender is in Work Release, the proposed chaperone must be an approved 
sponsor per DOC 450.310 Visits and Social Outings for Work Release Offenders. 

D. The approved chaperone will, at least every 4 years: 

1. Meet with any current treatment provider to renew the provider’s approval. 
2. Be subject to an updated criminal history background check. 

VIII. Termination 

A. Intentional and extended visitation and reunification contacts may be terminated 
at any time if the: 

1. CCO, CCS, Field Administrator, or Work Release/Residential Program 
Administrator determines that continued contact poses a risk to the minor 
or any other person, or 

2. Offender violates conditions of the contact plan or the Custody Facility 
Plan/Offender Supervision Plan, or commits an infraction or illegal act. 
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DEFINITIONS: 

Words/terms appearing in this policy may be defined in the glossary section of the Policy 
Manual. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

None 

DOC FORMS: 

DOC 05-685 Rules for Offender Contact with Victims or Minors 
DOC 05-686 Supervisor of Contact/Community Chaperone Statement of Responsibility 
DOC 09-242 General Authorization to Release Information 

http://insidedoc/forms/Standard/05-685.pdf
http://insidedoc/forms/Standard/05-686.pdf
http://insidedoc/forms/Standard/09-242.docx

