STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
INDETERMINATE SENTENCE REVIEW BOARD
P.O. BOX 40907, OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0907

DECISION AND REASONS
______________________________________________________________________________
NAME:
PRATER, Harry
DOC#:
623980
FACILITY:
AHCC
TYPE OF HEARING:
.100 Hearing
HEARING DATE:
November 29, 2016
PANEL MEMBERS:
TS & LR-G
FINAL DECISION DATE:
December 12, 2016
______________________________________________________________________________
This matter came before Tom Sahlberg and Lori Ramsdell-Gilkey, who are members of the
Indeterminate Sentence Review Board (ISRB or the Board), on the above date for a release
hearing in accordance with the provisions of RCW 9.95.100.
Attorney George Marlton.

Mr. Prater was represented by

Testimony was provided by Department of Corrections (DOC)

Classification Counselor (CC) Peggy Smet and Mr. Prater.
BOARD DECISION:
This was a Deferred Decision. Based on the requirements of RCW 9.95.009(3) and RCW 9.95.100
and the totality of evidence and information considered by the Board, the Board finds that Mr.
Prater is not parolable. The Board affirms their prior decision of not parolable and extends Mr.
Prater’s minimum term to his maximum expiration date of January 14, 2020.
NEXT ACTION:
Mr. Prater will release from prison on his maximum expiration date.
JURISDICTION:
Harry Prater is under the jurisdiction of the Board on a 1968 conviction out of King County Cause
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#48687 for Robbery. The minimum term was set at 15 years from a Sentence Reform Act range
of 36 to 48 months. The maximum term is 50 years. Mr. Prater has served approximately 460
months on this offense. He has paroled twice, and was returned most recently as a parole
violator in May of 1984.
NATURE OF INDEX OFFENSE(S):
File materials describe the underlying conviction as Mr. Prater attacking a 73 year old woman,
which file materials describe as a sexually motivated attack. During the Robbery he forced his
way into her apartment, struck her several times with her cane, threw her on the bed, and tore
off her clothing, attempting to rape the victim. He was paroled on this offense in 1975, and was
arrested approximately ten months later for dragging a nine year old girl off the street, who was
a stranger to him, and raping her in the bushes. This nine year old victim was struck several times
during the attack. Mr. Prater was apprehended by the girl’s father shortly after the incident. Mr.
Prater was again paroled in March of 1984, and returned to prison approximately six weeks later
for a parole violation. This violation was described as Mr. Prater approaching a woman at a
mailbox, and touching her in what the woman perceived to be a sexual attack.
PRIOR CRIMINAL CONDUCT:
Mr. Prater has a 1968 juvenile conviction for Auto Theft out of King County. The juvenile
department declined jurisdiction and he was tried as an adult and sentenced to ten years in
prison. The instant offense occurred while Mr. Prater was out on appeal bond for this auto theft
conviction. File materials indicate that on July 25, 1974, Mr. Prater was charged with Escape. He
escaped from Pioneer Work Release and was apprehended the same day. He was found guilty of
the Escape at a termination hearing, and his work release status was revoked. There is a
conviction on September 14, 1976, out of King County Cause #77911 for Statutory Rape in the
First Degree. In this offense Mr. Prater followed a nine year old girl, who was accompanied by
her two year old sister, from a grocery store. He attacked, assaulted, and raped the older girl.
During the assault the younger sister ran home to get her father, who subsequently followed the
offender to an apartment building and called the police. Mr. Prater received a minimum term of
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ten years in prison, of which he served approximately seven and one half years. In December of
1980 he was transferred to the Federal system in connection with a prison disturbance; his
specific involvement with the disturbance was unclear. He was paroled from the Federal system
on March 23, 1984, after completing his minimum term for the Statutory Rape conviction.
HISTORY/COMMENTS:
The Board last saw Mr. Prater on August 4, 2009, at which time he was extended to his maximum
term. This “Cashaw” hearing was convened to determine if there is any new information upon
which the Board would change the prior decision. Since then, Mr. Prater has incurred three new
serious infractions (total of 48), which includes Sexual Harassment and Indecent Exposure in
September of 2015. He has completed CD intensive-outpatient, Stress Anger Management,
Victim Awareness, Moral Reconation Therapy and multiple vocational programs. He is currently
employed as a Unit Custodian and is described as a hard worker and respectful.
Mr. Prater wrote the Board recently, expressing remorse and saying; “I am sorry for the harm
that I caused to the victim and families” and asking “to be a part of society once again … and
prove that I have changed for the better”. In today’s hearing he denied masturbating in open
view of female staff, for which he was infracted. He said that he was applying ointment to his
thigh. He also denied that he refused to cooperate with his recent psychological evaluation.
Regarding his refusal to participate in sex offender treatment, he said; “I won’t get a fair shot”
and that he did not threaten to escape when he said “I’ll get out by any means necessary,
including escape” during a recent interview with SOTAP staff were taken out of context. He really
meant that he was going to get out of prison at the end of his term. Mr. Prater cried when he
spoke of losing his brother and mother while he’s been in prison.
Dr. Wentworth completed the most recent psychological evaluations on May 13, 2016, reporting
that Mr. Prater “opted not to participate”. He is assessed to be in the Moderate-High range for
sexual recidivism; High for violence and has very Low protective factors. He is not considered a
good candidate for release.
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EVIDENCE CONSIDERED:
In preparation for Mr. Prater’s hearing and its decision in this case, the Board completed a review
of his DOC and ISRB files. The Board considered all information contained in those files, including
but not limited to: the most recent DOC facility plan; information regarding institutional behavior
and programming; any letters of support and/or concerns sent to the Board; the Pre-Sentence
Investigation report and psychological evaluations.

Per SB 6242 there was no updated

recommendation received by the Board from the Prosecutor or Judge. The Board also considered
the testimony of the witnesses listed above.
REASONS:
There is nothing that has changed since our last decision upon which the Board can find Mr.
Prater parolable. As an untreated and predatory sex offender who refuses to participate in
programming to address his significant risk to sexual recidivism, he has continued to demonstrate
that he is not fully rehabilitated and fit for release.

TS: ch
December 5, 2016
December 15, 2016
CC:

Harry Prater
George Marlton, Attorney
Institution
File
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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
INDETERMINATE SENTENCE REVIEW BOARD
P.O. BOX 40907, OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0907

DATE:

12-5-16

TO:

Full Board

FROM: TS/LR-G (Christine)
RE:

PRATER, Harry #623980

Panel recommends: Not parolable and affirms prior
decision to extend min term to Max-Ex date of 1/14/2020.
Next action: Release on Max-Ex date of 1/14/2020.
Agree

Tom Sahlberg 12/12/16
Kecia Rongen 12/12/16
Lori Ramsdell-Gilkey 12/12/16
Jeff Patnode 12/12/16

Disagree

