STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
INDETERMINATE SENTENCE REVIEW BOARD
P.O. BOX 40907, OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0907

DECISION AND REASONS
_____________________________________________________________________________
NAME:
NASON, Norman
DOC #:
261754
FACILITY:
Monroe Correctional Complex – Twin Rivers Unit (TRU)
TYPE OF HEARING:
.100 Hearing
HEARING DATE:
December 6, 2016
PANEL MEMBERS:
LRG & JP
FINAL DECISION DATE:
December 19, 2016
_____________________________________________________________________________
This matter came before Lori Ramsdell-Gilkey and Jeff Patnode, who are members of the
Indeterminate Sentence Review Board (ISRB or the Board), on the above date for a release
hearing in accordance with the provisions of RCW 9.95.100. Mr. Nason appeared in person and
was represented by attorney Richard Linn.

Testimony was provided by Department of

Corrections (DOC) Classification Counselor (CC) Drew Wood, DOC Sex Offender Treatment and
Assessment Program (SOTAP) Specialist Jill Ferger, and Mr. Nason.
BOARD DECISION:
Based on the requirements of RCW 9.95.009(3) and RCW 9.95.100 and the totality of evidence
and information considered by the Board, the Board finds that Mr. Nason is not parolable and
adds 72 months to his minimum term. The Board is not averse to seeing Mr. Nason transfer to
the Washington Corrections Center (WCC) to participate in their Skill Building Unit if allowed by
DOC management. He could certainly benefit from some training in basic skills, which he has
thus far missed out on in life.
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NEXT ACTION:
Schedule a .100 hearing 120 days prior to the PERD. The Board would like to see an updated
psychological evaluation that addresses Mr. Nason’s risk for future dangerousness and risk
management recommendations.
JURISDICTION:
Mr. Nason is under the jurisdiction of the Board on a 1979 conviction in Spokane County Cause
#79-1-00249-7 for Statutory Rape in the First Degree. His time start is May 9, 1985. His initial
Duration of Confinement was set by the Board at 422 months. The standard range of the
Sentencing Reform Act (SRA) at the time was 41 to 54 months. His maximum term is Life. Mr.
Nason has served approximately 379 months (31 years +) in prison.
When Mr. Nason was sentenced under Spokane County Cause #79-1-00249-7, he was also
sentenced under Spokane County Cause #26679 - Indecent Liberties and Spokane County Cause
#26680 - Indecent Liberties. The Court ordered that the confinement time under all three cause
numbers be served concurrently. The Indecent Liberties charges each had ten year maximum
terms and expired in 1989.
NATURE OF INDEX OFFENSE(S):
On February 14, 1979, the two male victims, ages 5 and 7, were walking to school when they
were approached by Mr. Nason. He asked the boys if they wanted a “check-up” and proceeded
to take them into an alley behind a garage, where he exposed his penis to them. He then took
down each of the boys’ pants and put their penises in his mouth. Mr. Nason was identified as a
suspect, and when questioned by police he admitted to sexually assaulting the boys.
PRIOR CRIMINAL CONDUCT:
Regarding cause #26679, Mr. Nason approached a 7 year old boy on his way to school and coaxed
him into accompanying Mr. Nason to a local business. Once at the business Mr. Nason took the
boy into the restroom, removed his pants, and fondled his penis. The boy was one hour late to
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school and was questioned by school authorities. However, he denied that any molestation had
occurred. The victim disclosed the abuse to his family a few months later.
With regard to cause #26680, Mr. Nason approached a known 7 year old boy and asked him if he
wanted to earn some money. When the boy replied “No,” Mr. Nason took the boy by the arm
and led him down some nearby stairs. He proceeded to expose his penis to the boy and remove
the boy’s pants and perform fellatio on him. Afterward, the victim pulled up his pants, and Mr.
Nason gave him one dollar. The incident was witnessed by the victim’s sister, who reported it to
their parents.
It appears that Mr. Nason was originally sentenced to the sex offender treatment program at
Eastern State Hospital on the Indecent Liberties charges. However, he was unsuccessful with
that program due to inappropriate sexual behaviors and was later remanded to DOC custody.
HISTORY/COMMENTS:
Mr. Nason’s last hearing was held on September 9, 2014. At that time the Board found him not
parolable and added 24 months to his minimum term. The Board recommended Mr. Nason
reenter SOTAP. The Board noted that Mr. Nason would be seen again 120 days prior to his PERD,
or upon completion of the SOTAP. He completed the SOTAP in November of 2016.
CC Drew Wood testified Mr. Nason has incurred no serious infractions since 2002. He has
completed Community Transitions, Longer Living Stronger, Dog Handler and the SOTAP, as well
as several adjunct groups. He attends a LGBT support group and attends LDS church services
twice a week. He is currently employed as a therapy aide, pushing inmates in their wheelchairs.
He has previously worked as a custodian and in the inmate kitchen. Regarding release, he would
need to use the DOC Voucher to pay for housing. He stated prior to incarceration he did receive
SSI. Mr. Nason expressed an interest in working with dogs in the community. His behavior on
the Unit is good, he is very quiet and keeps to himself.
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The Board had a discussion with Mr. Nason about his LGBT involvement and his identification as
gay and how that squares with his LDS church. He stated that he is accepted as a gay person, but
knows he cannot act out on that “gayness” as a member of the church. He did indicate he may
consider exploring the Methodist church instead.
Regarding the sexual offense for which he is serving time, he provided a good disclosure of the
incidents. He stated at the time of his offending he was very angry at everyone around him and
the “system.” He stated he did not care about anybody, not even himself. He had convinced
himself that what he was doing was normal. He did not have the skills to deal with his
homosexuality, nor have the communication skills to talk about things. He said he thought at
that time that all gay people has sex with children. He had experienced sexual abuse by adults
and this apparently confirmed that belief. He did admit that he knew the behavior was illegal
and that it was wrong. He admitted he had thought of children in a sexually deviant manner for
most of his life. He had never engaged in sexual activity with a same age peer. He does not recall
being attracted to adult males. He said it was easier to “hide being gay” by offending against
minors. He offended against strangers because it was “safer.” He did not want to offend against
anyone he knew.
Mr. Nason described his current high risks as sexual preoccupation; sexual entitlement; using sex
to cope; sexual identification with children and mentally challenged people. When asked what
he does now to avoid sexual preoccupation he stated he engages in activities he enjoys. He talks
to friends and talks to the person whose wheelchair he pushes. He admitted he last masturbated
two weeks ago and it was to an adult male. He stated he last had an inappropriate thought of
children before entering SOTAP this last time. When asked to describe the types of high risk
situations he might encounter in the community he identified drugs; being alone with children;
isolation; hanging out with “bad” people; and taking a long bike ride alone.
The Board had a further discussion with Mr. Nason about his sexuality and his apparent plan to
be “asexual” so as not to violate any religious doctrine. We explained that we are concerned
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about this lack of acceptable sexual activity in his future, particularly when he himself stated he
offended against children because he felt he could not act on his homosexuality with a peer. It
did not appear Mr. Nason understood the predicament he would be placing himself in.
Ms. Ferger testified Mr. Nason did well in treatment. He was knowledgeable of his patterns and
risk. He was generally quiet during group, which was unfortunate since he has so much to offer.
She felt he was still insecure and lacked confidence. She stated he has decreased his sense of
entitlement. Ms. Ferger stated he is able to follow rules and she feels he should be able to do
that in the community as well.
The Board reviewed with Mr. Nason his previous disclosure of having offended against
approximately 75 victims prior to his incarceration. He verified this was accurate. He was asked
when he last acted out sexually with any fellow inmate and he indicated that was in 2002. He
stated that he experienced a situation with a new “cellie” in which this very young man had
disclosed to him that he had been raped in prison. He saw how awful this had been for him and
he was able to relate it to his own offending behavior and it was very impactful.
Mr. Nason stated he was interested in being transferred to WCC to participate in their skill
building program. He stated he has “been down” for a long time and believes he needs some
sort of step down process. As for a final release plan he is interested in residing at the House of
Mercy.
Mr. Linn stated that it appears this would be a good time for a structured release to be
implemented. He felt a MRP (Mutual Reentry Plan) would be appropriate. In lieu of that he
stated the Board could find him releasable and allow the civil commitment process to run its
course. If Mr. Nason is committed he would more than likely at some point be eligible for a less
restrictive alternative.
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Mr. Linn requested the Board take into consideration the fact that the last Forensic Psychological
Evaluation (FPE) which found Mr. Nason “to meet” the 71.09 criteria is several years old and
asked that the Board obtain an updated evaluation if we intend to use this information to reach
a decision not to release Mr. Nason. It was explained to Mr. Linn that the FPE is one consideration
and that there are cases where regardless of the outcome of an FPE, the Board may still find they
are at too high of a risk for sexual re-offense to consider release. The FPE process itself is
generally a means for determining if the inmate will meet the very high criteria for possible civil
commitment. The Board’s release decision is an entirely separate matter and it is based upon
whether or not the inmate is “fully rehabilitated and a fit subject for release.”
INFORMATION CONSIDERED:
In preparation for Mr. Nason’s hearing and its decision in this case, the Board completed a review
of his ISRB file. The Board considered all information contained in that file, including but not
limited to: the most recent DOC facility plan; information regarding institutional behavior and
programming; any letters of support and/or concerns sent to the Board; the Pre-Sentence
Investigation report; and the psychological evaluation prepared by Deborah Wentworth, PhD.
The End of Sentence Review Committee (ESRC) recommended a Level III community
notification on Mr. Nason. On the STATIC 99-R he scored as a Moderate to High risk for sexual
re-offense and on the STABLE 2007 he was determined to be a high risk. The Board also
considered the testimony of the witnesses listed above.
The Judge originally recommended Mr. Nason serve 30 years and the Prosecutor recommended
he serve 99 years. They were notified of the date of this hearing and provided the opportunity
to make an updated recommendation, however neither party chose to do so.
REASONS:
This was a deferred decision following a full Board discussion using a structured decision-making
framework that takes into consideration; the statistical estimate of risk, criminal history,
parole/release history, ability to control behavior, responsivity to programming, demonstrated
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offender change, release planning, discordant information, and other case specific factors. Based
on the requirements of RCW 9.95.009 (3) and RCW 9.95.100 the Board finds Mr. Nason not
parolable.
While Mr. Nason is doing well in the prison setting, the fact remains he is a pedophile with a
history of having offended 75 or more victims prior to being caught for his current offense. Dr.
Logan’s 2011 report recommended if Mr. Nason were to be released that it be to a highly
structured environment with intense supervision. There is no such facility available to Mr. Nason
at this time. And while age is generally a protective factor, for Mr. Nason it is not. Dr. Logan
indicated that there is “no strong evidence that aging deters child molesters; specifically those
diagnosed as pedophiles.” Dr. Wentworth echoed this in her report. In July of this year Dr.
Wentworth concluded, “Mr. Nason may be a reasonable candidate for transitioning to a less
restrictive setting at some future date.” The Board does not believe that time is now.
LRG:jas
December 14, 2016
December 21, 2016

cc:

File
Institution
Norman Nason
Richard Linn, Attorney
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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
INDETERMINATE SENTENCE REVIEW BOARD
P.O. BOX 40907, OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0907

DATE:

December 14, 2016

TO:

Full Board

FROM: LRG & JP (Jody)
RE:

NASON, Norman/DOC# 261754

Panel recommends: Find Mr. Nason not parolable and
add 72 months to his minimum term.
Next action: Schedule a .100 hearing 120 days prior to
PERD.
Agree
Disagree
Lori Ramsdell-Gilkey
12-19-2016
Jeff Patnode 12-19-2016
Tom Sahlberg
12-19-2016
Kecia Rongen 12-19-16

