STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
INDETERMINATE SENTENCE REVIEW BOARD
P.O. BOX 40907, OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0907

DECISION AND REASONS
_____________________________________________________________________________
NAME:
PUGH, Anthony
DOC #:
733807
FACILITY:
Washington Corrections Center (WCC)
TYPE OF HEARING:
LTJUVBRD Release Hearing
HEARING DATE:
January 11, 2017
PANEL MEMBERS:
JP & KR
FINAL DECISION DATE:
January 23, 2017
__________________________________________________________________________
This matter came before Jeff Patnode and Kecia Rongen, who are members of the Indeterminate
Sentence Review Board (ISRB or the Board) on the above date for a release hearing in accordance
with the provisions of RCW 9.94A.730. Mr. Pugh appeared in person. Testimony was provided
by Department of Corrections (DOC) Classification Counselor (CC) Margarett Hobbs, DOC
Psychologist 4 Ph.D Donna Smith, and Mr. Pugh.
BOARD DECISION:
This was a Deferred Decision. Based on the burden of proof set out in RCW 9.94A.730(3) and the
totality of evidence and information provided to the Board, the Board does find by a
preponderance of the evidence that Mr. Pugh is more likely than not to commit any new criminal
law violations if released on conditions. Consequently, the Board finds Mr. Pugh not releasable.
NEXT ACTION:
Mr. Pugh will release on his ERD. The Board will not authorize an earlier release date, therefore
he will not be under the jurisdiction of the ISRB upon his release. He will be on community
placement as ordered by his Judgment and Sentence.
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JURISDICTION:
Anthony Pugh is under the jurisdiction of the Board on a May 3, 1995 conviction of Count I:
Conspiracy to Commit Kidnapping on the First Degree, Count II: Conspiracy to Commit Robbery
in the First Degree, Count III: Conspiracy to Commit Murder in the First Degree, Count IV:
Kidnapping in the First Degree and Count V: Robbery in the First Degree (WAWDW) in Pierce
County Cause #94-1-03753-8.

The Court ordered that Counts I-III run concurrently, but

consecutive to Counts IV and V. His time start on Counts I-III was May 9, 1995. His minimum term
was set at 72 months on Count I; 51 months on Count II; and 260.25 months on Count III from a
Sentencing Reform Act (SRA) range of 54-72 months on Count I; 38.25 -51 months on Count II;
and 195.75 – 260.25 months on Count III. He completed serving time on Counts I-III on
September 18, 2014. Thus, his time start on Counts IV and V was September 18, 2014. The Court
set a minimum term of 92 months on each of these counts from an SRA range of 75 to 92 months.
The total judge set term is 352.25 months. Mr. Pugh has served approximately 260 months plus
244 days of jail time credit.
NATURE OF INDEX OFFENSE(S):
According to file material, in August of 1994, Anthony Pugh, age 15, and two other boys living
together in a group home in Tacoma, conspired to steal a particular vehicle from a downtown
parking lot and abduct the owner. Mr. Pugh was responsible for obtaining a knife to use as he
worked in the group home kitchen. One of the boys apparently suggested they give the proposed
victim a “human necktie”, which involves cutting the throat then pulling the victim’s tongue
through it.
On August 6, the day of the offense, the boys went to the parking lot and were chased away from
the area of the car they were interested in and subsequently accosted a different man who was
parking his car. Mr. Pugh approached the victim indicating he had a gun and directed him get
back in the car. The three boys got in as well. They first made the victim drive to the bank and
withdraw $1500 cash. Next they made the victim drive to the store so they could purchase duct
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tape and then used it to bind his wrists and ankles and cover his eyes, nose and mouth before
placing him in the trunk of his own car. The boys drove him to a secluded area and while in the
trunk the victim heard them discussing how they should kill him. The victim was able to free his
hands and legs and get the tape off his eyes and face. When the trunk was accidently opened by
one of the boys, the victim leaped out and made his escape. The two other juveniles returned to
the group home where they were overheard talking about the offense, and Mr. Pugh was
apprehended later that same day.
PRIOR CRIMINAL CONDUCT:
Mr. Pugh has a substantial juvenile history to include convictions for: two Residential Burglaries;
three Theft Third Degree; one Malicious Mischief in the Third Degree; one Criminal Trespass in
the First Degree; and one Theft of a Motor Vehicle.
In addition, Mr. Pugh was arrested in early 1994 for two counts of Child Molestation in the First
Degree. While Mr. Pugh was in a hospital being treated for conduct disorder he disclosed that at
age 13, he had touched the bare vagina of his 18 month little sister and her same age friend when
he changed their diapers. He was arrested and charged when he was released from the hospital
several months later but the charges were ultimately dismissed, apparently because the victims
were too young to testify.
HISTORY/COMMENTS:
In June of 2014 Mr. Pugh petitioned the Board to request a review for possible early release
pursuant to RCW 9.94A.730 (3). This was Mr. Pugh’s first hearing before the Board in July of 2015.
He was found releasable in 18 months, upon his satisfactory completion of a transition through
lower levels of custody. The Board also suggested that Mr. Pugh complete the Thinking for a
Change Program if possible and established a release date on or about February 28, 2017.
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Information noted in the July 2015 Decision and Reasons: Since his incarceration in 1995, he has
received 37 major/serious infractions and 5 minor infractions. He has not had a major infraction
since 2010. He has completed numerous classes/programs to include: GED 1996; Stress
Reduction 1999; Anger Management 1999; Basic Custodial Service 2000; Information Technology
2007; Non-Violent Communication 2008; Moral Reconation Therapy (MRT) 2010; CNC Machining
2013; Job Seeking Skills 2014; and Redemption Re-entry in 2015, among others.
In June of 2016, the Board received notification that Mr. Pugh had committed two new
infractions (Strong-arming/Intimidation and Discriminatory Harassment*), and had been moved
from the Camp at Larch Correction Center (LCC) to the WCC Hospital in order to conduct a mental
health evaluation. The ISRB was notified that Mr. Pugh’s MRP had been suspended pending the
disciplinary hearing for the infractions. Though the infractions were dropped, the Board
reviewed the information and made a decision to reverse the prior decision and schedule a new
release hearing.
CC Margaret Hobbs provided a summary of programming (see above), behavior and other
relevant plans for Mr. Pugh. She state that Mr. Pugh had a “rough start” when returning to WCC.
She stated he recently had “good time” restored which has changed his Earned Release Date
(ERD). CC Hobbs stated that Mr. Pugh was very frustrated regarding the “good conduct time”
restoration process. She stated they discussed his difficulty in camp and Mr. Pugh had expressed
that he had no idea what to expect and that he found dorm living to be very stressful. She stated
he also felt it was unfair that he was returned to WCC, despite the fact that his infraction was
dismissed. CC Hobbs also stated that Mr. Pugh declined to participate in the case management
component of the newly implemented Advanced Corrections. She stated he was declining as he
had told her he has an active appeal on his index offense and so he did not want to discuss the
offense. CC Hobbs stated that Mr. Pugh is working and receives excellent reviews from his
supervisor.
Mr. Pugh was asked why he is stating he did not commit his index offense and he stated one of
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the conspiracy to commit murder convictions is problematic to him. Mr. Pugh was evasive when
asked questions regarding what he is calling a “pending appeal”. At the end of this portion of the
hearing, Mr. Pugh admitted he had been involved in conspiring to commit murder against the
owner of the car that they did not steal and he was being obstinate as he was angry he was
returned to WCC. Mr. Pugh then provided an explanation of his incident he had at his last job in
the kitchen at LCC. He reiterated that he was found “Not Guilty” of the infraction and that it was
essentially a misunderstanding and lack of understanding of the nature of the relationship he had
with his work supervisor.
Mr. Pugh stated he still believes he is appropriate and ready for transition to lower levels of
custody. He stated he felt he was unprepared for the camp situation he encountered at LCC. He
stated he would like to be in a camp situation that allows for higher levels of access to the
community and also has mental health services available to him. He stated he was feeling very
stressed in the camp situation he was in, and that contributed to some of his behavior. He stated
he believes it has been helpful to work with Ph. D. Smith again and he now feels better prepared
for the kind of environment he will encounter in a camp situation.
Ph.D. Donna Smith stated she has been working with Mr. Pugh for many years and has seen
tremendous growth in him since she first encountered him. She stated he has made significant
improvement in his ability to manage his emotions during stressful situations, though he is still
challenged to some degree in the area. Ph. D. Smith stated that she believes that Mr. Pugh is still
appropriate for transition through lower levels of custody if he has access to appropriate mental
health services.
INFORMATION CONSIDERED:
In preparation for Mr. Pugh’s hearing and its decision in this case, the Board completed a review
of his ISRB file. The Board considered all information contained in those files. The Board also
considered the most recent DOC facility plan; information regarding institutional behavior and
programming; any letters of support and/or concerns sent to the Board; the Pre-Sentence
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Investigation; and a Psychological Evaluation completed by Deborah Wentworth, PhD dated April
7, 2015. The Board also considered the testimony of the witnesses listed above.
REASONS:
This was a deferred decision following a full Board discussion using a structured decision-making
framework that takes into consideration; the statistical estimate of risk, criminal history,
parole/release history, ability to control behavior, responsivity to programming, demonstrated
offender change, release planning, discordant information, and other case specific factors. Based
on the requirements of RCW 9.94A.730 (3) the Board does find that Pugh is more likely than not
to commit a new crime if released on conditions.
Since his last hearing with the Board, Mr. Pugh’s behavior is concerning and appears to center
around his ability to manage his emotions. Since his July of 2015 hearing with the Board, he has
had incidents that indicate he may not yet be ready to reenter the community. The Board
recommends Mr. Pugh continue to work with mental health to assist him in regulating his
emotions, participate in any offender change program that can also assist him in maintaining prosocial behavior, and remain infraction free until his release.

JP: is
January 11, 2017
January 26, 2017
cc:

WCC
Anthony Pugh
File
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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
INDETERMINATE SENTENCE REVIEW BOARD
P.O. BOX 40907, OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0907

DATE:

January 23, 2017

TO:

Full Board

FROM: JP & KR (Irene)
RE:

PUGH, Anthony, #733807

Panel recommends:

NOT Releasable.

Next action: Release on current ERD and he will not be
under the jurisdiction of the ISRB.
Agree
Jeff Patnode 1-23-2017
Tom Sahlberg 1-23-2017
Lori Ramsdell-Gilkey 1-23-2017
Kecia Rongen 1-23-17

Disagree

