STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
INDETERMINATE SENTENCE REVIEW BOARD
P.O. BOX 40907, OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0907

DECISION AND REASONS
_____________________________________________________________________________
NAME:
FISHER, Curtis
DOC #:
266558
FACILITY:
Clallam Bay Corrections Center - CBCC
TYPE OF HEARING:
.100 Hearing
HEARING DATE:
January 10, 2017
PANEL MEMBERS:
JP & KR
FINAL DECISION DATE:
January 23, 2017
_____________________________________________________________________________
This matter came before Jeff Patnode and Kecia Rongen, who are members of the Indeterminate
Sentence Review Board (ISRB or the Board) on the above date for a release hearing in accordance
with the provisions of RCW 9.95.100. Mr. Fisher appeared in person. Mr. Fisher declined to be
represented by an attorney for this hearing as was the case in his previous three hearings.
Testimony was provided by Department of Corrections (DOC) Classification Counselor (CC)
Tammee Heckathorn and Mr. Fisher.
BOARD DECISION:
This was a Deferred Decision. Based on the requirements of RCW 9.95.009(3) and RCW 9.95.100
and the totality of evidence and information considered by the Board, the Board finds that Mr.
Fisher is not parolable and adds 48 months to his minimum term.
NEXT ACTION:
Schedule a .100 hearing 120 days prior to Mr. Fisher’s PERD.
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JURISDICTION:
Curtis Fisher is under the jurisdiction of the Board on a September 18, 1979 conviction in Yakima
County; Cause #79-1-00613-6 for Murder in the Second Degree. The time start was September
18, 1979. The minimum term was set at 141 months from a Sentencing Reform Act (SRA) range
of 144 to 192 months. The maximum term is Life. Mr. Fisher has served approximately 447.75
months in prison and 36 days of jail time.
At sentencing the judge and prosecutor both recommended 240 months.

NATURE OF INDEX OFFENSE(S):
According to file materials, in August, 1979 Mr. Fisher at 17 years of age, with two accomplices,
murdered a man. Mr. Fisher was declined at juvenile court and remanded to adult court as the
result of the seriousness of his crime. His offense occurred due to his heavy involvement in the
use and sale of drugs. The victim allegedly owed Mr. Fisher money for drugs. Mr. Fisher and his
accomplices took the victim to a riverbank and killed him in an execution-style manner for failing
to pay the money he owed. The victim was forced to suffer as Mr. Fisher and his accomplices
took him down by the river and told him to get on his knees and be quiet. Mr. Fisher fired the
first shot to the side chest area of the victim. The victim then got to his feet and ran from the
shore of the river to the bush area and back toward the river. He was followed by Mr. Fisher and
his accomplices. Mr. Fisher continued to fire shots into the victim. The victim collapsed on the
river’s edge and died. According to the reports given by the offenders, they did not check the
victim’s body but returned to their vehicle and left the area.
PRIOR CRIMINAL CONDUCT:
In 1976, Mr. Fisher, self-reported that at his age of 15, he was convicted of separate crimes of
Burglary and Car Theft and placed on a term of probation that ran concurrently. File materials
indicate he was twice arrested for Driving While Intoxicated, however, these cases were
dismissed.
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HISTORY/COMMENTS:
Mr. Fisher’s last hearing was held on December 9, 2014. At that time the Board found him not
parolable and added 24 months to his minimum term. The Board recommended he remain
infraction free and suggested he seek mental health counseling.
Mr. Fisher has a prolific infraction history dating back to 1976 with a total of 226 during his
incarceration, many of which include violence, threats, and property destruction. Since his last
hearing with the Board, Mr. Fisher has incurred two serious infractions as follows:
October 7, 2015 - WAC 506 and 734- Threatening and Unauthorized Gang/Club: Mr. Fisher had
a letter intercepted that he attempted to mail to an individual in the community which he made
multiple threats of harm. The letter also made statements to the effect that Mr. Fisher is an
active member of a documented outlaw motorcycle gang (Hell's Angels).
CC Tammee Heckathorn provided a summary of programming, behavior and other relevant
activities for Mr. Fisher. CC Heckathorn stated Mr. Fisher has incurred two major infractions since
his last hearing with the Board in 2014. She stated that Mr. Fisher has completed a long list of
programs during his incarceration and that he does not have any current program referrals. She
stated he has community support in the form of his wife to whom he was recently married and
he hopes to release to her home in Pierce County.
Mr. Fisher provided an offense description that matched file material. He was very matter of fact
in his description and stated not a day goes by that he does not think about his index offense.
Mr. Fisher was questioned regarded his October 2015 infraction, receiving two infractions for a
letter he mailed to an individual in the community. The letter was threatening in nature and
made reference to Mr. Fisher’s affiliation with a motorcycle gang. The Board had to ask multiple
questions before Mr. Fisher would admit that the letter was threatening in nature. He also
disclosed that he was attempting to secure payment for a trailer that he had purchased with drug
sale monies he had made while in prison and related to his 2014 infraction. He stated he hopes
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to release to his wife, married in June of 2016, in Pierce County in the Lake Tapps area. The Board
would like to know more about the supportiveness of this release plan for his next hearing.
INFORMATION CONSIDERED:
In preparation for Mr. Fisher’s hearing and its decision in this case, the Board completed a review
of Mr. Fisher’s ISRB file. The Board considered all information contained in those files, including
but not limited to: the most recent DOC facility plan; information regarding institutional behavior
and programming; any letters of support and/or concerns sent to the Board; the Pre-Sentence
Investigation report; psychological evaluations prepared by Deborah Wentworth, Ph.D. dated
November 10, 2014, Ryan Donahue, Ph.D. dated October 28, 2011, and Paul Daley, Ph.D. dated
August 28, 2002. The Board also considered the testimony of the witnesses listed above.
REASONS:
This was a deferred decision following a full Board discussion using a structured decision-making
framework that takes into consideration: the statistical estimate of risk, criminal history,
parole/release history, ability to control behavior, responsivity to programming, demonstrated
offender change, release planning, discordant information, and other case-specific factors.
Based on the requirements of RCW 9.95.009 (3) and RCW 9.95.100 the Board finds Mr. Fisher not
parolable.
Mr. Fisher continues to demonstrate behavior that can only be interpreted by the Board as those
of an individual who is not rehabilitated. The most recent psychological evaluation was
completed in October of 2014 with Dr. Wentworth. That evaluation report, dated November 10,
2014, noted that Mr. Fisher has a “magical belief” that he will be “different/changed” and be able
to follow all community custody requirements when released. Dr. Wentworth noted Mr. Fisher
appears to be in denial about the repercussions of his infractions, believing he will be released
and reduced in custody level regardless of his misbehavior. He scored 27 points on the PCLR,
which does not meet the criteria for psychopathy, but suggests he is likely to be at risk for future
violence and is correctly diagnosed with Antisocial Personality Disorder. Also, Mr. Fisher has a
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very low score on the Structured Assessment of Protective Factors, which Dr. Wentworth noted
does not reduce his actuarial risk.
Mr. Fisher demonstrates limited insight regarding his index offense behavior, what changes he
had made while in prison, and possibly most concerning the thinking that has had him continue
to participate in criminal behavior while incarcerated. The Board would like to see Mr. Fisher
participate in T4C or other CBT programming that can assist him in better decision making and
remain infraction free until his next Board hearing.
JP:ffo
January 10, 2017
January 23, 2017
January 30, 2017
cc:

Institution
Curtis Fisher
File
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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
INDETERMINATE SENTENCE REVIEW BOARD
P.O. BOX 40907, OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0907

DATE:

January 23, 2017

TO:

Full Board

FROM: JP & KR (Fawn)
RE:

FISHER, Curtis #266558

Panel recommends: Find Mr. FISHER Not Releasable and
add 48 months to his MT.
Next action: Schedule a .100 hearing 120 days prior to
his PERD.
Agree
Disagree
Jeff Patnode 1-23-2017
Tom Sahlberg 1-23-2017
Lori Ramsdell-Gilkey 1-23-2017
Kecia Rongen 1-23-17

