STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
INDETERMINATE SENTENCE REVIEW BOARD
P.O. BOX 40907, OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0907

DECISION AND REASONS
_____________________________________________________________________________
NAME:
BIRD, Daunell
DOC #:
754754
FACILITY:
Stafford Creek Correctional Center
TYPE OF HEARING:
LTJUVBRD Hearing
HEARING DATE:
January 10, 2017
PANEL MEMBERS:
TS & JP
FINAL DECISION DATE:
January 23, 2017
_____________________________________________________________________________
This matter came before Tom Sahlberg and Jeff Patnode, who are members of the Indeterminate
Sentence Review Board (ISRB or the Board) on the above date for a release hearing in accordance
with the provisions of RCW 9.94A.730. Testimony was provided by Department of Corrections
(DOC) Classification Counselor Benjamin Bodwell and Mr. Bird.
BOARD DECISION:
This was a deferred decision following a full Board discussion using a structured decision-making
framework that takes into consideration; the statistical estimate of risk, criminal history,
parole/release history, ability to control behavior, responsivity to programming, demonstrated
offender change, release planning, discordant information, and other case specific factors. Based
on the requirements of RCW 9.94A.730 (3) the Board finds Mr. Bird releasable on June 7, 2018,
after transition through lower levels of custody to include Camp and Work Release.
NEXT ACTION:
Submit an ORP in March of 2018 for consideration.
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JURISDICTION:
RCW 9.94A.730, enacted in 2014, allows offenders who were under the age of 18 when they
committed their crime(s) and were sentenced as adults to petition the Board for consideration
of early release after serving no less than 20 years of total confinement. Daunell Bird’s petition
was accepted, which resulted in his hearing on this date.
Mr. Bird is incarcerated on 1996 convictions in Pierce County; Cause #96-1-00512-8 for: Count I
– Assault in the 1st Degree, Count II – Kidnapping in the 1st Degree, Count III – Kidnapping in the
1st Degree, Count IV – Assault in the 2nd Degree. The time start for Counts I and IV is October 29,
1996; April 29, 2011 for Count II; and December 22, 2016 for Count III. The minimum terms are:
Count I – 130 months from an SRA range of 111-147 months plus 60 months Deadly Weapon
enhancement; Count II and III – 68 months from an SRA range of 51 to 68 months; and Count IV
– 43 months from an SRA range of 33-43 months. The maximum term is Life for Counts I, II, and
III, and 10 years for Count IV. Mr. Bird has served approximately 242 months in prison and 266
days of jail time. The recommended times from the Judgment and Sentence are: Count I – 147
months plus 60 months enhancement for weapon, Counts II and III – 68 months, and Count IV –
43 months. There is no new recommendation from the judge or prosecutor.
NATURE OF INDEX OFFENSE(S):
File materials describe the offense as Mr. Bird (age 16) and 9 accomplices robbing, beating and
abducting 2 males. Female accomplices lured the men to an apartment and Bird and the other
males “jumped” the men, one of whom was carrying a handgun. During the assault of the victims
they were attacked with fists, bottles full of liquid, a brick and a frying pan. One victim had a
knife held to his throat. The victims’ mouths were then duct-taped and they were hogtied and
placed in the trunk of a car. While discussing what to do with the victims, a police car drove by
and all 10 attackers fled. Law enforcement located the victims in the trunk, still alive. Bird
eventually pled guilty to the above charges and the other co-defendants were convicted of a
variety of crimes.
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PRIOR CRIMINAL CONDUCT:
Mr. Bird has juvenile convictions in 1995 for Theft in the 1st Degree and Assault in the 4th Degree.
HISTORY/COMMENTS:
This was Mr. Bird’s first Board hearing. He has incurred 69 serious infractions, the last of which
was in 2014 and his last violent infraction was in 2011. He is employed as a Unit Custodian and
has earned his GED. He has completed Stress Anger Management, Thinking for a Change, some
Moral Reconation Therapy, Homebuilders, Life Skills Computers, Writing, Math, English, Job
Seeking Skills, Chemical Dependency (CD), and is active in NA support groups and Mental Health
(MH) programming.
Mr. Bird described his role in the crimes as being “the muscle” of the assaults. He punched and
kicked 1 victim until he fell to the floor, then along with multiple others assaulted the second
victim, which included Mr. Bird placing a brick into a towel and hitting the victim in the face 3
times, and kicked his face “like a field goal”. He then hit the first victim in the face with a frying
pan when he tried to get up and leave. He participated in duct-taping the victims’ mouths, tying
them up and placing blankets around them, then “stuffed them in the trunk (of one of the victim’s
car) and closed it”. When one of the victim’s handgun was taken, there was talk about using it
to kill them, but they talked the accomplice, who had the gun, out of using it. When a police car
drove by as they were discussing what to do, all of them ran or drove away. Mr. Bird was arrested
and “tried to fight” the charges for some months, until his mother convinced him to plead guilty.
Mr. Bird was place at WSP as a 17 year old and incurred many infractions, while being active in
gang activity. In 2002 he “started trying to figure things out” and programming. His turn around
was due to his family’s “unconditional love” and a series of changes in the ways he thought and
acted towards others. He converted to Islam, but then “fell” into drug use that got him into
trouble again. He has engaged in MH counseling and medication for “depression from my bad
choices”. He completed CD classes and attends NA support groups. He no longer identifies as
an active gang member and his counselor reported that there has been no observed gang related
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infractions, activities or affiliation. He now describes himself as “spiritual … a man of peace”,
who has a “moral compass, sense of right and wrong … I have a conscience … I have a purpose”.
He expressed apparent empathy and remorse for the harm he did and apologized to the victims
and their families. He said, “I can’t change what happened, but it will never happen again”. He
hopes to release to his grandmother’s home in Tacoma where his father will be his NA sponsor
and help hold him accountable. Greater Lakes Mental Health has already been contacted to
provide ongoing MH treatment. While hoping for immediate release, the panel advised him that
was not in his best interest. He would like to go to a Camp at Olympic Correction Center (OCC)
or Cedar Creek Correction Center (CCCC) to develop employment skills in an apprenticeship
program.
Dr. Wentworth completed a psychological evaluation on August 15, 2016 in which Mr. Bird was
assessed to be a Low to Moderate risk for violence and overall recidivism. He “…may be a
reasonable candidate for transition to a less restrictive setting”, and it was recommended that
he continue to be involved in “therapy and continued medication”, as well as for him to “continue
his education to provide additional structure”. His strong family support is seen as a positive
and protective factor in his transition to the community.
EVIDENCE CONSIDERED:
In preparation for Mr. Bird’s hearing and its decision in this case, the Board completed a review
of his DOC and ISRB files. The Board considered all information contained in those files, including
but not limited to: Information provided by the sentencing court/prosecutor; the most recent
DOC facility plan; information regarding institutional behavior and programming; any letters of
support and/or concerns sent to the Board; psychological evaluations and the Pre-Sentence
Investigation. The Board also considered the testimony of witnesses.
REASONS:
Mr. Bird has made demonstrable changes in his attitude and behavior that began before the law
changed, allowing him to be eligible for earlier release considerations. His presentation without
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the assistance of an attorney appeared to be forthright and insightful about both the
responsibility and consequences he bears for his part in the brutal crimes in which he was a part.
Transitional release through lower levels of custody is imperative and if for any reason, he is
denied placement in Camp or Work Release as components of responsible transition, the Board
requests notification. During this time Mr. Bird is to follow the recommendations of Dr.
Wentworth and remain active in MH treatment, as well as focusing on vocational and educational
opportunities.
TS: ffo
January 12, 2017
January 23, 2017
January 30, 2017
cc:

Daunell Bird
Institution
File
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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
INDETERMINATE SENTENCE REVIEW BOARD
P.O. BOX 40907, OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0907

DATE:

January 23, 2017

TO:

Full Board

FROM: TS & JP (Fawn)
RE:

BIRD, Daunell #754754

Panel recommends: Releasable June 7, 2018 after Camp
and Work Release.
Next action: Submit ORP by March of 2018.
Agree

Tom Sahlberg 1-23-2017
Jeff Patnode 1-23-2017
Lori Ramsdell-Gilkey 1-23-2017
Kecia Rongen 1-23-17

Disagree

